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Under A Pole Star Shortlisted For The 2017
Costa Manual

Under a Pole Star Shortlisted for the 2017 Costa: An In-Depth Look at
the Prestigious Literary Nomination

Under a Pole Star shortlisted for the 2017 Costa marks a significant milestone for both the author
and the literary community. The Costa Book Awards, renowned for celebrating outstanding works of
fiction, poetry, and children?s literature, have been a cornerstone of the UK?s literary scene since
their inception in 1971. Being shortlisted for this prestigious accolade not only elevates a book?s
visibility but also affirms its artistic and literary excellence. In 2017, the novel Under a Pole Star
emerged as a standout contender, captivating critics and readers alike with its compelling narrative,
rich thematic depth, and exquisite prose.

This article explores the journey of Under a Pole Star to the Costa shortlist, its thematic essence, the
author behind the work, and the impact of this recognition on its reception and future prospects.
Whether you are a seasoned literary enthusiast or a casual reader interested in acclaimed
contemporary literature, understanding the significance of this nomination provides valuable insight
into the vibrant world of modern storytelling.

Overview of the Costa Book Awards and Their Significance
The History and Prestige of the Costa Book Awards

The Costa Book Awards, formerly known as the Whitbread Awards, are among the most esteemed
literary honors in the United Kingdom. Established in 1971, the awards aim to recognize outstanding
books by authors based in the UK and Ireland across multiple categories, including:

- Novel

- First Novel

- Poetry

- Children's Book

The awards are unique in that they highlight accessibility and literary excellence, often spotlighting
books that appeal to a broad readership.

Winning or being shortlisted for a Costa Award can significantly boost a book?s sales, increase its
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visibility, and often lead to further literary opportunities for the author.
The 2017 Costa Shortlist: A Snapshot

The 2017 shortlist showcased an impressive array of contemporary literary talent, with works
spanning genres and themes. Notable contenders included:

- Lincoln in the Bark by Steve Hely

- The Dark Circle by Pat Barker

- The Good Son by You-jeong Jeong
- A Line of Blood by Ben McPherson
- Under a Pole Star by Sally Gardner

This diverse lineup reflects the Costa?s commitment to celebrating literary excellence across
different styles and narratives.

About the Author of Under a Pole Star

Sally Gardner: A Brief Biography

Sally Gardner is a celebrated British author known for her lyrical prose, imaginative storytelling, and
ability to tackle complex themes with sensitivity. She has authored numerous novels for children and
adults, earning critical acclaim and several literary awards over her career.

Her writing often explores themes of identity, resilience, and the human condition, resonating deeply
with readers of all ages. Gardner?s background in illustration and her interest in history and
mythology frequently influence her narratives, giving her stories a rich, layered texture.

The Creative Process Behind Under a Pole Star

Under a Pole Star was inspired by Gardner?s fascination with Arctic exploration and the resilience of
the human spirit in extreme environments. The novel is characterized by meticulous research, vivid

descriptions, and a compelling cast of characters navigating the perilous Arctic landscape.

Gardner has spoken openly about how her personal experiences and her love for storytelling
shaped the narrative, aiming to create a work that is both thrilling and thought-provoking.

The Plot and Themes of Under a Pole Star

Synopsis of the Novel
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Set against the icy backdrop of the Arctic, Under a Pole Star follows the journey of a diverse group
of explorers and scientists as they attempt to survive and fulfill their mission amid harsh conditions.
The story delves into their personal struggles, camaraderie, and the moral dilemmas they face in the
face of nature?s unforgiving power.

The novel intricately weaves historical elements with fictional storytelling, creating a compelling
narrative that transports readers to a frozen wilderness filled with danger and discovery.

Major Themes Explored

Under a Pole Star touches on multiple profound themes, including:

- Resilience and Human Spirit: The characters? perseverance in the face of extreme adversity
highlights the indomitable human will.

- Isolation and Connection: The Arctic setting emphasizes feelings of solitude, but also the
importance of companionship and teamwork.

- Environmental and Climate Concerns: The narrative subtly addresses issues related to climate
change and its impact on polar regions.

- Historical Exploration: The novel pays homage to the explorers of yesteryears, reflecting on their
courage and the costs of discovery.

- Identity and Self-Discovery: Characters grapple with personal doubts, secrets, and growth amid
the challenging environment.

The Impact of the 2017 Costa Shortlisting on Under a Pole Star
Critical Reception and Public Response

The nomination of Under a Pole Star for the 2017 Costa Book Awards significantly boosted its
profile. Critics praised Gardner?s lyrical writing style, vivid imagery, and the novel?s capacity to
blend adventure with profound thematic exploration. The recognition drew attention from a wider
audience, including those who may have been initially unfamiliar with Gardner?s work.

Readers appreciated the novel's atmospheric descriptions and its thought-provoking commentary on
resilience and environmental issues. The shortlist placement cemented Under a Pole Star as a
notable contemporary work within the literary landscape.

Impact on Sales and Literary Career

Being shortlisted for the Costa Awards often results in increased sales and media coverage. For
Gardner, the accolade reinforced her reputation as a leading voice in contemporary literature. It
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opened avenues for further publishing opportunities, literary festivals, and speaking engagements.

Moreover, the recognition helped solidify the novel?s place in academic discussions on
environmental literature and explorations of human resilience.

Why Under a Pole Star Deserves Its Recognition
Literary Excellence and Artistic Merit

Gardner?s mastery of language, combined with her meticulous research, results in a novel that is
both beautifully written and intellectually engaging. Her ability to evoke the Arctic setting vividly
immerses readers, making them feel the biting cold and the vast emptiness of the landscape.

Relevance and Timeliness

In an era where climate change is a pressing concern, Under a Pole Star offers a compelling
reflection on the fragility of polar environments and human impact. Its themes resonate with
contemporary issues, making it a timely and relevant piece of literature.

Broader Cultural Significance

The novel pays homage to the explorers of the past while highlighting the ongoing importance of
scientific discovery and environmental stewardship. Its recognition by the Costa judges underscores
the value of stories that inspire awareness, empathy, and action.

Conclusion: The Legacy of the 2017 Shortlist

Under a Pole Star?s placement on the 2017 Costa shortlist recognizes it as a work of exceptional
literary quality, thematic depth, and cultural relevance. The novel?s success demonstrates the
power of storytelling to illuminate human resilience and environmental concerns, captivating readers
and critics alike.

As Gardner?s work continues to resonate with audiences, its accolade serves as a testament to the
enduring importance of literary excellence and the role of fiction in fostering understanding of our
world. The 2017 Costa shortlist not only celebrated Gardner?s achievement but also reinforced the
significance of diverse, thought-provoking narratives in contemporary literature.

Whether you are drawn to adventure, environmental themes, or beautifully crafted prose, Under a
Pole Star remains a compelling read that exemplifies why it deserved its place among the best
books of 2017.
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Under a Pole Star: A Stellar Shortlist for the 2017 Costa Book Awards

The Under a Pole Star shortlist for the 2017 Costa Book Awards represents a captivating collection
of literary works that spotlight diverse voices, compelling narratives, and profound themes. As one of
the most anticipated literary events of the year, the Costa Book Awards celebrates excellence in
British and Irish writing, and the 2017 shortlist has certainly upheld this tradition. From historical
epics to contemporary tales, the selected titles offer readers an enriching journey through human
experience, imagination, and cultural reflection. This review delves into each shortlisted work,
examining their themes, styles, authors, and what sets them apart in the crowded landscape of
literary fiction.

Overview of the 2017 Costa Book Awards Shortlist

The 2017 shortlist features six outstanding books across different categories, including Novel, First
Novel, Biography, Poetry, and Children's Book. Notably, the Novel category garners most attention,
showcasing works that push boundaries and evoke deep emotional responses. The other categories
complement this selection by highlighting emerging talents and established voices across genres.
The overarching theme for this year's shortlist seems to revolve around resilience, identity, history,
and the human condition, reflecting societal concerns and personal journeys alike.

Detailed Analysis of the Shortlisted Titles

1. "The Essex Serpent” by Sarah Perry

Overview:

Sarah Perry?s "The Essex Serpent” is a mesmerizing blend of gothic mystery and Victorian social
commentary. Set in 1893, the novel follows Cora Seaborn, a widow seeking new beginnings in a
small Essex town haunted by rumors of a mythical serpent. As she becomes entwined with local
residents and their secrets, Perry explores themes of fear, faith, and the search for truth.

Themes and Style:

The novel?s atmospheric prose, richly detailed period setting, and complex characters contribute to
its allure. Perry?s storytelling deftly balances suspense and introspection, drawing readers into a

world where myth and reality blur.

Pros:

- Evocative and immersive Victorian setting
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- Strong, nuanced female protagonist
- Thought-provoking exploration of science versus superstition
- Beautifully crafted prose
Cons:
- Slow pacing at times, especially in the middle sections
- Some readers may find the historical details dense

Why it stood out:

"The Essex Serpent” resonates with contemporary concerns about ecological change and societal
fears, all woven into a compelling narrative that feels both timeless and timely.

2. "First Love" by Gwendoline Riley

Overview:

Gwendoline Riley?s "First Love" is a sharp, intimate exploration of a tumultuous relationship
between a woman and her aging, emotionally distant father. The novella dissects themes of family,
memory, and the complexities of love and disappointment.

Themes and Style:

Riley employs a minimalist yet incisive prose style, capturing the raw emotional landscape of her
characters. The narrative?s brevity amplifies its intensity, making every word count.

Pros:
- Intense character development
- Clear, piercing prose
- Unflinching portrayal of family dynamics
- Short but impactful length
Cons:

- Limited plot development due to brevity
- May feel too sparse for readers seeking plot-driven stories
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Why it stood out:

"First Love" is praised for its honesty and emotional depth, offering a profound meditation on the
scars of childhood and the lingering effects of familial bonds.

3. "The Ministry of Utmost Happiness" by Arundhati Roy
Overview:
Arundhati Roy?s long-anticipated second novel weaves a sprawling tapestry set against the
backdrop of contemporary India. It follows multiple characters whose lives intersect in unexpected
ways, tackling issues of caste, gender, politics, and spirituality.
Themes and Style:
Roy?s lyrical prose, combined with intricate storytelling, immerses readers in the vibrancy and chaos
of India. The novel?s structure is non-linear, reflecting the interconnectedness of personal and
political histories.
Pros:

- Richly layered narrative

- Deep engagement with social issues

- Beautiful poetic language

- Diverse cast of compelling characters
Cons:

- Length and complexity can be daunting

- Some readers may find the multiple storylines challenging to follow
Why it stood out:

The novel?s ambitious scope and poetic voice make it a landmark work that champions compassion
and social justice, echoing Roy?s lifelong activism.

4."The Girl with the Lower Back Tattoo" by Amy Schumer

Overview:
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This collection of autobiographical essays by comedian Amy Schumer offers humor, honesty, and
candid insights into her life, career, and the struggles faced along the way. It combines comedy with
reflections on feminism, body image, and personal growth.

Themes and Style:

Schumer?s voice is unapologetic, witty, and approachable. The essays are engaging and often
humorous, providing a refreshing perspective on topics often considered taboo.

Pros:
- Honest and relatable storytelling
- Sharp humor and wit
- Addresses important social issues with levity
- Accessible writing style
Cons:
- Not as literary or poetic as fiction works
- Some readers may prefer more depth over humor

Why it stood out:

The collection?s blend of humor and vulnerability offers a powerful message about embracing
oneself and challenging societal expectations.

5. "The Poet?s Wife" by Ella Carey

Overview:

Ella Carey?s historical novel tells the story of a woman who discovers her late husband's secret life
as a poet, leading her into a journey of self-discovery and reconciliation with her past. Set against
the backdrop of 20th-century Europe, the novel explores love, loss, and artistic expression.

Themes and Style:

The narrative combines romance with historical intrigue, with lyrical descriptions of art and emotion.
Carey?s storytelling is evocative, painting vivid scenes that transport readers across decades.
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Pros:

- Engaging historical detail

- Romantic and emotionally resonant

- Well-researched and immersive setting
- Strong character development

Cons:
- Some plot devices may seem predictable
- Pacing could be uneven in parts

Why it stood out:

The novel appeals to lovers of historical fiction and poetry, highlighting the enduring power of artistic
expression in healing wounds.

6. "The Lost Words" by Robert Macfarlane and Jackie Morris

Overview:

This beautifully illustrated book celebrates the natural world, focusing on words for plants, animals,
and weather that are disappearing from common usage. It aims to reconnect readers, especially
children, with nature?s vocabulary and wonder.

Themes and Style:

A blend of poetry, art, and ecology, "The Lost Words" is both educational and poetic, inspiring
conservation and curiosity.

Pros:
- Stunning illustrations
- Encourages environmental awareness
- Suitable for all ages

- Promotes language preservation

Cons:
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- Less suitable for those seeking traditional narrative fiction
- Primarily a visual and poetic experience rather than a story-driven book

Why it stood out:

This work stands out for its artistic and ecological significance, serving as a reminder of the
importance of language and nature in our lives.

Conclusion: The Significance of the 2017 Shortlist

The 2017 Costa Book Awards shortlist showcases the multifaceted nature of contemporary
literature. It exemplifies how storytelling can be both deeply personal and socially relevant, bridging
genres and styles to reflect the diversity of human experience. From gothic mysteries to poetic
ecology, these works challenge, entertain, and inspire readers, affirming the power of literature to
shape understanding and empathy.

The selection reflects a commitment to celebrating voices that push boundaries, explore identity,
and address pressing societal issues. Whether you are drawn to historical fiction, poetry,
autobiography, or social critique, the shortlist offers something for every curious reader. Its variety
underscores the importance of literary awards in highlighting excellence and fostering a vibrant
literary culture.

In sum, the 2017 Costa Book Awards shortlist is a testament to the richness of contemporary writing
and a reminder of the enduring magic of stories that illuminate our world and ourselves. As these
books continue to resonate, they exemplify why literature remains a vital part of cultural dialogue
and personal reflection.

Final thoughts:

Engaging with these shortlisted works provides not only entertainment but also an opportunity for
introspection and understanding across different perspectives. Whether you pick up Sarah Perry?s
atmospheric "The Essex Serpent” or Arundhati Roy?s sweeping "The Ministry of Utmost
Happiness," each offers a unique window into the complexities of life, history, and imagination. The
2017 shortlist is truly a celebration of the art of storytelling at its finest.

QuestionAnswer What is 'Under a Pole Star' and why was it shortlisted for the 2017 Costa
Award? 'Under a Pole Star' is a literary work that was recognized for its exceptional storytelling,
compelling themes, and literary merit, earning it a spot on the shortlist for the 2017 Costa Book
Awards. Who is the author of 'Under a Pole Star' and what is their background? The author of
'‘Under a Pole Star' is [Author Name], a renowned writer known for their contributions to
contemporary literature, with a background in [brief background, e.g., journalism, academia,



Under A Pole Star Shortlisted For The 2017 Costa Manual Vol. 2021, Issue 10

previous publications]. What are the main themes explored in ‘Under a Pole Star'? The novel
explores themes such as exploration, human resilience, cultural identity, and the challenges of
survival in extreme environments, reflecting on both historical and personal journeys. How does
‘Under a Pole Star' stand out among other shortlisted books in 20177? It stands out due to its
compelling narrative, detailed depiction of polar exploration, and emotional depth, which resonated
with both critics and readers, earning it a place among the top contenders. Has 'Under a Pole Star'
received any other awards or recognitions besides the 2017 Costa shortlist? Yes, the book has
been recognized with various accolades and positive reviews from literary critics, highlighting its
impact and significance in contemporary literature. Where can readers find 'Under a Pole Star' and
learn more about its story? Readers can find 'Under a Pole Star' in major bookstores, online
retailers, and libraries. They can also visit the author's official website or literary review platforms for
more insights and reviews.

Related keywords: Pole Star, Costa Book Awards, 2017, shortlisted authors, contemporary fiction,
literary awards, British authors, debut novels, literary recognition, award finalists

Under orders

Under orders is a term that resonates across various industries and contexts, from military and law
enforcement to corporate and service sectors. Understanding what it means to be "under orders" is
essential for grasping the dynamics of authority, obedience, and responsibility within structured
environments. In this comprehensive article, we explore the concept of being "under orders," its
implications, legal and ethical considerations, and how it manifests across different fields.

What Does "Under Orders" Mean?

The phrase "under orders" signifies that an individual or group is acting based on directives issued
by a superior authority. It implies a hierarchical relationship where the subordinate is expected to
follow instructions, often without deviation, to achieve specific objectives.

Definition and Contexts

- Military and Law Enforcement: Soldiers, police officers, and other personnel operate under
orders from commanders or superiors. Their actions are governed by commands, regulations, and
protocols.

- Corporate Environment: Employees may be under orders from managers or executives to
execute tasks, projects, or policies.
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- Legal and Judicial Contexts: Certain legal obligations or court orders require individuals or
entities to act in specific ways, effectively placing them "under orders."

- Service Industry: Staff members, such as waiters or hotel personnel, follow instructions from
management to ensure service standards.

The Importance of Being "Under Orders"

Understanding the significance of acting under orders helps clarify issues related to authority,
discipline, and accountability.

Discipline and Order

- Ensures coordinated efforts within organizations.
- Maintains discipline by establishing clear lines of authority.
- Facilitates efficient decision-making and action.

Legal and Ethical Responsibilities

- Acting under lawful orders often provides a defense against liability.

- However, obeying illegal or unethical orders can lead to legal repercussions and moral
dilemmas.

- The famous Milgram experiments highlighted the potential for individuals to follow destructive
orders, raising questions about obedience and morality.

Legal Aspects of Being "Under Orders"
The legal framework surrounding obedience to orders varies depending on jurisdiction and context.
Military and Law Enforcement

- Generally, military personnel are required to follow lawful orders.

- The Law of Armed Conflict emphasizes that unlawful orders, such as those involving war
crimes, should not be obeyed.

- Soldiers can be held accountable if they carry out illegal commands.

Corporate and Civil Settings
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- Employees are expected to follow company policies and lawful directives.
- Ignoring valid orders may result in disciplinary action or termination.

Responsibility and Liability
- The doctrine of superior orders (or nuremberg defense) has historically been used to argue that
individuals are not liable if acting under orders.
- However, international law, especially in war crimes tribunals, recognizes that following illegal
orders is not a complete shield from responsibility.
Ethical Considerations When Acting Under Orders
Obedience to authority can sometimes conflict with personal moral standards.
Obedience vs. Moral Responsibility
- Individuals must balance following orders with moral judgment.
- The Milgram Experiment demonstrated that ordinary people could commit unethical acts under
authority pressure.
When to Question Orders
- If an order appears illegal, unethical, or harmful, individuals are ethically obliged to refuse.
- Whistleblowing and moral courage are vital in such situations.
Examples of "Under Orders" in Practice
Understanding real-world applications provides clarity on how "under orders" functions.
Military Operations
- Soldiers follow commands during combat, peacekeeping, or training exercises.

- Commanders issue strategic orders that personnel are obliged to execute.

Law Enforcement
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- Police officers act under directives from supervisors or legal statutes.
- Use-of-force policies are often issued as orders that officers must adhere to.

Corporate Settings
- Employees may be instructed to implement new policies or procedures.
- Managers issue orders related to project deadlines, client management, or internal processes.
Emergency Services
- Firefighters, paramedics, and rescue teams operate under orders from incident commanders.
- Their swift actions are crucial for effective emergency response.
Challenges and Controversies Surrounding "Under Orders"
While following orders is often necessary, it can also lead to ethical dilemmas and controversies.
Malicious or lllegal Orders
- History provides examples like war crimes and human rights violations committed under orders.
- The Nuremberg Trials established that individuals bear responsibility regardless of orders
received.
Authority Abuse
- Overreach or misuse of authority can lead to abuses.
- Whistleblower protections aim to encourage reporting unethical directives.
Balancing Obedience and Moral Autonomy
- Organizations must foster environments where questioning unethical orders is safe and
encouraged.

- Training and ethical guidelines help personnel navigate complex situations.

Conclusion
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Being "under orders" is a fundamental aspect of structured organizations and societies. It ensures
efficiency, discipline, and coordination but also raises important questions about legality and
morality. Recognizing when to obey, when to question, and how to act ethically under authority are
critical skills for individuals in any hierarchical setting. Whether in military, law enforcement,
corporate, or everyday life, understanding the nuances of acting "under orders" helps promote
responsible and ethical behavior, ensuring that obedience does not come at the expense of moral
integrity.

Keywords for SEO Optimization:

- Under orders meaning

- Obedience and authority

- Legal implications of acting under orders
- Ethical considerations of obedience

- Military orders and discipline

- Corporate directives

- Whistleblowing and ethical dilemmas

- Responsibility under orders

- Laws governing obedience

- Authority and responsibility

Under Orders: A Deep Dive into a Phrase That Commands Authority and Responsibility

The phrase ?under orders? resonates across various contexts?military, law enforcement, corporate,
and even personal relationships?serving as a linguistic shorthand for submission to authority or
directives. Its implications extend beyond mere compliance; they touch on issues of morality,
legality, hierarchy, and individual agency. Understanding what it truly means to act ?under orders?
requires an exploration of its origins, applications, legal ramifications, ethical considerations, and
societal impact.

Origins and Etymology of ?Under Orders?

Historical Roots

The phrase ?under orders? has deep roots in military and hierarchical organizations. Historically,
armies and monarchies operated on strict chains of command, where soldiers, officers, and officials
were expected to follow orders from superiors without question. The phrase encapsulates this

relationship?acting under the authority granted by those in higher positions.

In military doctrine, ?orders? refer to commands issued by commanding officers, often based on



Under A Pole Star Shortlisted For The 2017 Costa Manual Vol. 2021, Issue 10

strategic objectives. The phrase evolved from this context into broader usage, symbolizing
obedience to authority across various domains.

Linguistic Development

Linguistically, ?under? signifies subjugation or subordination, while ?orders? point to directives or
commands. Combining the two, ?under orders? succinctly captures the idea of being subject to
someone?s authority and obliged to act accordingly. Its usage in legal and colloquial contexts
reflects societal norms about obedience, responsibility, and accountability.

Legal Implications of Acting Under Orders
Military Law and the ?Just Following Orders? Doctrine

One of the most debated aspects of acting ?under orders? pertains to legality and morality. The
Nuremberg Trials post-World War Il spotlighted this issue when Nazi officials argued they were ?just
following orders? to commit war crimes. The tribunal rejected this defense, establishing that
individuals could be held accountable even when acting under orders if the acts violate international
law.

Key Principles:

- Superior Orders Doctrine: A legal principle where an individual?s criminal liability depends on
whether the order was lawful.

- Legal Constraints: Orders that are manifestly illegal (e.g., genocide, torture) cannot be morally
or legally justified merely because they come from a superior.

Modern Legal Frameworks

In contemporary law, acting under orders does not absolve responsibility. Military personnel, law
enforcement officers, and civilians are expected to refuse illegal directives. International law,
national statutes, and organizational policies reinforce this stance.

Notable Legal Doctrines:

- Command Responsibility: Superiors can be held accountable for crimes committed by
subordinates if they knew or should have known about illegal acts and failed to prevent or punish
them.

- Obedience to Law: Orders must be lawful; obedience does not extend to unlawful commands.
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Examples and Cases

- The My Lai Massacre: U.S. soldiers claimed they were ?just following
orders,? but courts-martial resulted in convictions demonstrating personal
accountability.

- The Einsatzgruppen Trials: Nazis argued they were executing orders, but
international tribunals emphasized individual guilt regardless of directives
received.

Ethical and Moral Dimensions of Acting Under Orders
Obedience and Moral Agency
The phrase ?under orders? often raises questions about moral agency. To what extent is an
individual responsible for actions committed under command? Philosophers and ethicists have long
debated this, especially in the context of authoritarian regimes or hierarchical organizations.
Milgram?s Obedience Experiments:
Psychologist Stanley Milgram?s studies in the 1960s revealed that ordinary individuals could commit
harmful acts under authority?s influence. Participants were willing to administer what they believed
were painful electric shocks when instructed by an authority figure, highlighting how authority can
override personal moral judgment.
Implications:

- Obedience can diminish personal responsibility.

- Ethical dilemmas arise when orders conflict with moral principles.

- The importance of moral courage and individual conscience becomes evident.
Responsibility in Hierarchies
Organizations must balance respect for authority with accountability. Leaders have a duty to issue
lawful and ethical orders, while subordinates should exercise judgment and refuse illegal or

unethical directives.

Key Concepts:
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- Diffuse Responsibility: The tendency to attribute blame collectively or to authority figures.
- Moral Injury: Psychological harm experienced by individuals who feel compelled to act against
their moral beliefs under orders.

Applications of ?Under Orders? Across Sectors
Military Context
In the armed forces, ?under orders? is a foundational concept. Soldiers are trained to obey lawful
commands, but also to refuse unlawful ones. The military?s code of conduct emphasizes obedience,
discipline, and adherence to international humanitarian law.
Operational Examples:

- Peacekeeping missions where soldiers must follow mission-specific directives.

- Situations where civilian casualties occur under orders, prompting investigations into legality.

Law Enforcement and Security
Police and security personnel operate under strict directives from supervisors and government
agencies. While obedience is necessary for order, officers often face ethical dilemmas when
directives conflict with individual rights or legal standards.
Contemporary Issues:

- Use of force policies.

- Orders to disband protests or suppress dissent.

- Accountability for actions taken ?under orders.?

Corporate and Organizational Settings

In corporate environments, ?under orders? can refer to directives from management, often involving
policies, procedures, or strategic initiatives.

Considerations:

- Compliance with legal standards and corporate ethics.
- Whistleblowing and moral courage when directives are unethical.
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- The role of organizational culture in fostering ethical decision-making.
Personal Relationships and Social Norms
While less formal, the phrase can also apply in personal or social contexts?obeying parents,

authority figures, or societal expectations. Ethical considerations include balancing respect for
authority with personal values.

Challenges and Criticisms of ?Under Orders? Paradigm
Blind Obedience and Its Dangers

Historically, unquestioning obedience has contributed to atrocities, abuses, and systemic failures.
The danger lies in dehumanization and loss of moral judgment.

Examples:
- The Holocaust.
- Authoritarian regimes where dissent is suppressed.
- Corporate scandals driven by corporate orders.

Legal and Ethical Reforms

Modern legal systems emphasize individual responsibility, discouraging blind obedience. Training
and policies now promote ethical decision-making, moral reasoning, and whistleblower protections.

Strategies to Mitigate Risks:
- Clear channels for reporting illegal or unethical orders.

- Training in international humanitarian law.
- Cultivating organizational cultures that prioritize morality over hierarchy.

Philosophical Critiques
Some argue that the emphasis on obedience can undermine personal autonomy and critical

thinking. Philosophers like Hannah Arendt have highlighted the ?banality of evil,? where ordinary
individuals commit atrocities under bureaucratic or authoritative pressure.

Conclusion: Navigating the Complexities of Acting ?Under Orders?
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The phrase ?under orders? encapsulates a complex interplay of authority, responsibility, legality,
and morality. Its usage spans centuries and sectors, reflecting societal structures that rely on
hierarchy and command. While obedience is often necessary for order and discipline, history has
repeatedly demonstrated the peril of unquestioning compliance with unlawful or unethical directives.

The key takeaway is that acting ?under orders? does not absolve individuals of responsibility. Legal
frameworks, ethical standards, and personal conscience serve as critical safeguards. Organizations
and societies must foster environments where authority is exercised responsibly, and individuals are
empowered to question and resist unjust commands.

In a rapidly evolving world, understanding the nuances behind ?under orders? remains essential for
maintaining justice, accountability, and moral integrity within any hierarchical structure. Whether in
military combat, law enforcement, corporate governance, or everyday life, the principles surrounding
obedience continue to challenge our notions of responsibility and ethical agency.

QuestionAnswer What does 'under orders' mean in a military context? 'Under orders' refers to a
person or unit operating under the directives or commands given by a superior authority, such as a
commanding officer or government agency. Can a civilian be considered 'under orders'? Typically,
‘'under orders' applies to military, law enforcement, or organizational contexts. Civilians may be
under specific instructions or directives, but the phrase is most commonly associated with official or
authoritative commands. What are the legal implications of acting ‘'under orders'? Acting 'under
orders' can sometimes provide legal protection or impose responsibility depending on jurisdiction.
However, following illegal or unethical orders can lead to legal consequences, as seen in cases like
the Nuremberg Trials. How does 'under orders' relate to the concept of command responsibility?
‘Under orders' relates to the idea that individuals carry out directives from superiors, but command
responsibility holds leaders accountable for actions taken by subordinates under their command,
especially in violations of law or human rights. Is it mandatory to follow orders ‘'under orders' in
military operations? In most military organizations, personnel are expected to follow lawful orders.
However, they are also trained to disobey illegal or immoral orders to prevent violations of laws or
ethics. How does 'under orders' differ from 'acting on instructions'? '‘Under orders' emphasizes being
subordinate to a command, often in a formal or official capacity, whereas 'acting on instructions' can
be more general and may refer to following any guidance or advice. What are some historical
examples where 'under orders' played a significant role? Historical examples include soldiers
executing orders during wartime, such as in the Holocaust, where individuals claimed they were
‘under orders' to justify their actions, raising questions about personal responsibility. Can being
‘'under orders' affect moral responsibility? Yes, being 'under orders' can influence perceptions of
moral responsibility, but many legal and ethical standards argue that individuals retain personal
accountability, especially if the orders are illegal or unethical. How is ‘under orders' used in
contemporary workplace or organizational settings? In workplaces, ‘'under orders' might be used to
describe employees executing tasks based on management directives, emphasizing the chain of
command and authority within organizational structures. What should someone do if they believe
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their 'under orders' involve illegal activities? They should seek legal advice, report the situation to
appropriate authorities, or refuse to carry out illegal orders, as following unlawful directives can have
serious legal and ethical consequences.

Related keywords: commanded, instructed, commissioned, tasked, directed, mandated, assigned,
dispatched, requisitioned, delegated
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