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Introduction to His Grace Bishop Dr. B. E. Lekganyane

His Grace Bishop Dr. B. E. Lekganyane is a distinguished religious leader, esteemed bishop, and
influential figure within the Christian community, particularly in South Africa. Renowned for his
spiritual leadership, unwavering faith, and dedication to community upliftment, Bishop Dr.
Lekganyane has made significant contributions to the growth and development of his church and
society at large. His leadership style combines traditional values with modern approaches, making
him a respected figure both within his congregation and beyond.

Early Life and Background

Birth and Family Heritage

- Bishop Dr. B. E. Lekganyane was born in South Africa, into a family with a rich spiritual heritage.
- He hails from a lineage deeply rooted in the Christian faith, which influenced his early life and

calling to ministry.

Educational Journey

- He pursued theological studies to deepen his understanding of Christian doctrine and
leadership.

- His academic background includes degrees in theology and religious studies, equipping him for
his future leadership roles.

Leadership and Ministry

Role as Bishop

Bishop Dr. B. E. Lekganyane holds the esteemed position of Bishop within his church, where he
oversees spiritual activities, pastoral care, and church administration. His leadership is characterized
by compassion, integrity, and a strong commitment to biblical teachings.

Founding and Growing the Church
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- He played a pivotal role in establishing and expanding his church?s presence across South
Africa.

- The church under his guidance emphasizes community service, spiritual growth, and social
justice.

Key Contributions to the Church

- Promotion of holistic ministry that addresses spiritual, social, and economic needs.
- Development of educational and health programs for underprivileged communities.
- Fostering unity among different Christian denominations and faith groups.

Core Values and Beliefs

Spiritual Doctrine

His teachings are rooted in biblical principles, emphasizing faith, righteousness, and love. He
advocates for living a Christ-centered life and encourages his followers to embody humility,
compassion, and service.

Social Responsibility

- He believes that faith must be accompanied by action to improve society.
- Initiatives under his leadership focus on poverty alleviation, education, and health awareness.

Community Engagement

Bishop Dr. Lekganyane actively engages with his community through outreach programs, charity
events, and public addresses that inspire positive change.

Achievements and Recognitions

Church Growth and Influence

- His leadership has seen exponential growth in church membership and influence across South
Africa.

- The church has become a beacon of hope and spiritual guidance for thousands of followers.

Awards and Honors
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- He has received numerous awards recognizing his contribution to religious leadership and
community development.

- His work has been acknowledged by various civic and religious organizations nationally and
internationally.

Published Works and Sermons

His teachings and sermons have been compiled into books and publications that serve as spiritual
guides for many believers.

Impact on Society and Community Development

Social Initiatives

- His Grace Bishop Dr. B. E. Lekganyane has spearheaded initiatives aimed at addressing social
injustices.

- Programs include poverty relief, youth empowerment, and healthcare services.

Partnerships and Collaborations

- The church collaborates with governmental and non-governmental organizations to maximize its
outreach and impact.

- Partnerships focus on sustainable development and community resilience.

Educational and Health Programs

- Establishment of schools and training centers to promote literacy and skills development.
- Health campaigns focusing on HIV/AIDS awareness, nutrition, and sanitation.

Challenges and Future Outlook

Addressing Modern Challenges

- Adapting to changing societal dynamics and technological advancements.
- Maintaining relevance while staying true to spiritual doctrines.

Vision for the Future
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- Expanding church outreach through digital platforms and social media.
- Continuing community development projects and fostering interfaith dialogue.
- Training future leaders to sustain the church?s mission and values.

Conclusion

His Grace Bishop Dr. B. E. Lekganyane exemplifies divine leadership rooted in faith, service, and
community upliftment. His unwavering dedication to spiritual growth and societal development has
left an indelible mark on his followers and the broader community. As he continues to lead with
humility and vision, his influence is expected to grow, inspiring future generations to uphold the
values of love, compassion, and faith. His legacy is not only reflected in the growth of his church but
also in the positive transformations within the communities he serves.
 
His Grace Bishop Dr. B. E. Lekganyane: A Pillar of Faith and Leadership in the Modern Church

His Grace Bishop Dr. B. E. Lekganyane stands as a prominent figure in the landscape of
contemporary Christian leadership in Southern Africa. Renowned for his theological depth,
administrative acumen, and unwavering commitment to spiritual growth, Bishop Lekganyane has
significantly contributed to the development and expansion of his church community. His journey
from humble beginnings to becoming a revered religious leader exemplifies dedication, resilience,
and a profound sense of purpose. This article delves into his life, ecclesiastical achievements,
leadership style, and the enduring legacy he continues to build.

Early Life and Background

Understanding His Grace Bishop Dr. B. E. Lekganyane's background provides valuable insight into
his character and motivations. Born in a rural setting in South Africa, he was exposed early on to the
challenges faced by communities in underprivileged areas, which shaped his compassionate
approach to ministry. His formative years were marked by a strong religious influence, often
participating in church activities and community service. These experiences laid the groundwork for
his later theological pursuits and leadership aspirations.

Educational Journey and Theological Formation

Bishop Lekganyane pursued rigorous theological studies, earning a doctorate that underscores his
commitment to academic excellence and doctrinal understanding. His education was not merely
academic but also practical, encompassing church administration, pastoral care, and community
development. His scholarly background has enabled him to articulate complex theological concepts
in ways that resonate with both clergy and laity, fostering a deeper spiritual connection among his
followers.
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Ecclesiastical Leadership and Vision

Leadership Style and Philosophy

Bishop Lekganyane is known for a leadership style rooted in humility, inclusivity, and strategic
vision. He emphasizes the importance of unity within the church and community, advocating for a
church that serves as a beacon of hope and social transformation. His approach combines
traditional spiritual practices with innovative programs designed to meet contemporary challenges.

Vision for the Church

Under his leadership, the church has undergone significant growth, both in congregation size and
infrastructural development. His vision focuses on:

- Strengthening spiritual foundations through teachings, seminars, and retreats
- Expanding outreach programs to serve marginalized communities
- Developing educational and health facilities
- Promoting social justice and economic empowerment initiatives

This holistic approach ensures that the church remains relevant and impactful in the lives of its
members and the broader society.

Major Achievements and Contributions

Expansion and Infrastructure Development

One of Bishop Lekganyane?s notable accomplishments is the expansion of church facilities,
including the establishment of new congregations, schools, and community centers. These
developments have created safe spaces for worship, learning, and social engagement, significantly
impacting community development.

Educational Initiatives

Recognizing the power of education, he has championed scholarship programs and the
establishment of theological colleges, equipping future church leaders and community activists.
These programs aim to uplift the youth and foster leadership that aligns with Christian values.

Social and Community Programs

He has spearheaded numerous social initiatives, such as:
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- Feeding schemes for the impoverished
- HIV/AIDS awareness campaigns
- Vocational training centers
- Women and youth empowerment projects

These initiatives exemplify his commitment to translating faith into tangible social change.

Interfaith and Ecumenical Engagements

Bishop Lekganyane actively participates in interfaith dialogues, promoting mutual understanding and
cooperation among different religious communities. His efforts foster peace and unity, especially in
regions affected by religious tensions.

Challenges and Response Strategies

Navigating societal and ecclesiastical challenges requires resilience and strategic planning. Bishop
Lekganyane has faced issues such as:

- Maintaining doctrinal integrity amidst modern influences
- Managing growth and organizational complexity
- Addressing societal issues like poverty, inequality, and health crises

His responses include:

- Implementing doctrinal education programs
- Strengthening governance structures within the church
- Partnering with government and civil society to address societal issues

His proactive approach ensures that the church remains a stable and positive force in society.

Legacy and Future Outlook

A Leader for Generations

His Grace Bishop Dr. B. E. Lekganyane?s leadership has already left an indelible mark on his
community and beyond. His emphasis on holistic development and spiritual integrity sets a blueprint
for future church leaders.

Vision for the Future
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Looking ahead, Bishop Lekganyane envisions:

- Continued growth and modernization of church facilities
- Increased engagement with youth through innovative programs
- Strengthening of social justice initiatives
- Fostering international collaborations to promote peace and development

His forward-thinking approach aims to ensure that his ministry remains relevant and impactful in an
ever-changing world.

Conclusion

His Grace Bishop Dr. B. E. Lekganyane exemplifies a blend of scholarly excellence, compassionate
leadership, and strategic vision. His contributions extend beyond spiritual guidance to encompass
social upliftment, education, and community development. As a respected figure in his ecclesiastical
domain, his influence continues to inspire many and drive positive change. Through his unwavering
dedication, Bishop Lekganyane exemplifies the true essence of servant leadership, leaving a legacy
that will resonate for generations to come.
 

 QuestionAnswer Who is His Grace Bishop Dr. B E Lekganyane and what is his role in the
church? His Grace Bishop Dr. B E Lekganyane is a prominent religious leader and the spiritual head
of the Zion Christian Church (ZCC) in South Africa, responsible for guiding millions of members and
overseeing church activities. What are some notable achievements of His Grace Bishop Dr. B E
Lekganyane? Bishop Dr. B E Lekganyane is known for expanding the reach of the ZCC, promoting
social and community development initiatives, and advocating for spiritual growth and unity among
his followers. How has His Grace Bishop Dr. B E Lekganyane contributed to community
development? He has initiated numerous social programs, including educational support, health
campaigns, and poverty alleviation projects aimed at uplifting communities within and beyond his
church's congregation. What is the significance of His Grace Bishop Dr. B E Lekganyane?s
leadership within the Zion Christian Church? His leadership is crucial in maintaining the spiritual
integrity, unity, and growth of the ZCC, as well as fostering interfaith dialogue and community
service among its members. Are there any recent events or initiatives led by His Grace Bishop Dr. B
E Lekganyane? Recently, Bishop Dr. B E Lekganyane has been involved in national campaigns
promoting peace, unity, and health awareness, emphasizing the church?s role in societal
development during challenging times. 

 
Related keywords: bishop, lekganyane, religious leader, church, christianity, bishop dr b e
lekganyane, theology, spiritual leader, pastor, faith
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Bishop Engenas Lekganyane

Bishop Engenas Lekganyane
 
**Bishop Engenas Lekganyane: A Pillar of South African Pentecostalism**
 

bishop engenas lekganyane is a name that resonates deeply within the South
African
 
religious landscape, particularly in the Pentecostal and Zion Christian Church (ZCC)
 
communities. Renowned for his spiritual leadership, charismatic preaching, and profound
 
in?uence, Bishop Lekganyane has played a pivotal role in shaping contemporary African
 
Christianity. His legacy is intertwined with faith, culture, and social impact, making him a
 
?gure worth exploring for those interested in the dynamics of African church leadership
 
and religious movements.
 

Early Life and Spiritual Foundation
 
Understanding Bishop Engenas Lekganyane?s journey begins with a glimpse into his roots.
 
Born into a deeply religious family, his early exposure to Christian teachings laid the
 
foundation for his spiritual calling. Many accounts suggest that his upbringing was
 
steeped in traditional African values while also embracing Christian doctrine, which later
 
in?uenced his unique approach to ministry.
 

The Roots of His Ministry
 
Before rising to prominence as a bishop, Engenas Lekganyane?s path involved intense
 
personal spiritual growth and mentorship under established church leaders. This period
 
was crucial in shaping his theological perspective and pastoral style. His leadership skills
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were evident even in early roles, where he was known for his compassion and ability to
 
connect with congregants on a personal level.
 

The Rise of Bishop Engenas Lekganyane in Pentecostalism
 
As a ?gurehead within the Pentecostal movement, Bishop Engenas Lekganyane?s rise
 
coincided with a broader expansion of Pentecostal churches across South Africa and the
 
continent. Pentecostalism, characterized by vibrant worship, charismatic preaching, and
 
an emphasis on the Holy Spirit, provided fertile ground for his message and ministry style.
 

Charismatic Leadership and Community Impact
 
One of the hallmarks of Bishop Lekganyane?s ministry is his charismatic leadership. His
 
sermons are known for their passionate delivery, biblical depth, and practical application
 
to daily life. This approach has attracted a diverse congregation, including youth, families,
 
and elders, helping to build a strong and engaged church community.
 
Moreover, Bishop Lekganyane?s in?uence extends beyond spiritual matters. His leadership
 
often incorporates social outreach programs, addressing issues such as poverty
 
alleviation, education, and health awareness. By intertwining faith with social
 
responsibility, he embodies a holistic vision of church leadership.
 

The Zion Christian Church Connection
 
Bishop Engenas Lekganyane is closely associated with the Zion Christian Church (ZCC),
 
one of the largest and most in?uential African independent churches. The ZCC blends
 
Christian teachings with African traditions, creating a unique worship experience that
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resonates deeply with its members.
 

Legacy Within the ZCC
 
Within the ZCC framework, Bishop Engenas Lekganyane?s role has been signi?cant. His
 
leadership style respects the church?s historical roots while also embracing contemporary
 
challenges facing congregations. This balance has helped maintain the church?s relevance
 
in a rapidly changing society.
 
His role as a spiritual guide in the ZCC also involves safeguarding important cultural
 
practices, such as traditional healing and community rituals, which are integrated into the
 
church?s liturgy. This cultural sensitivity is a key factor in the church?s ongoing appeal.
 

In?uence on African Christianity and Beyond
 
Bishop Engenas Lekganyane?s impact is not limited to his immediate church community.
 
His teachings and leadership have in?uenced broader African Christianity, inspiring
 
pastors, evangelists, and believers across the continent.
 

Promoting African Identity in Faith
 
One of the most compelling aspects of Bishop Lekganyane?s ministry is his promotion of
 
African identity within the Christian faith. He advocates for a theology that honors African
 
cultural heritage while faithfully adhering to biblical principles. This approach challenges
 
the notion that Christianity must conform to Western norms and instead celebrates the
 
richness of African spirituality.
 

Building Bridges Through Interfaith Dialogue
 
Additionally, Bishop Lekganyane has been involved in initiatives that foster dialogue
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between di?erent religious communities. Recognizing the diversity of beliefs in South
 
Africa and neighboring countries, he encourages mutual respect and understanding,
 
which contributes to peace and social cohesion.
 

Lessons from Bishop Engenas Lekganyane?s Ministry
 
For anyone interested in spiritual leadership or church growth, there are valuable lessons
 
to be learned from Bishop Engenas Lekganyane?s ministry approach.
 

Authentic Connection: His ability to relate to people from all walks of life
 
1.
 
underscores the importance of authenticity in ministry.
 

Cultural Integration: Incorporating local traditions into worship can enrich the
 
2.
 
faith experience and foster a deeper sense of belonging.
 

Community Engagement: Addressing social issues alongside spiritual needs
 
3.
 
highlights the church?s role in holistic community development.
 

Adaptability: Balancing tradition with contemporary challenges allows a church
to
 
4.
 
remain relevant without losing its core identity.
 

The Continuing Legacy of Bishop Engenas Lekganyane
 
Today, Bishop Engenas Lekganyane?s in?uence persists through the ongoing work of the
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churches and communities he has inspired. His commitment to faith, culture, and social
 
well-being continues to inspire new generations of believers and church leaders.
 
By embracing both spiritual fervor and practical action, Bishop Engenas Lekganyane
 
exempli?es a model of leadership that resonates deeply within South African society and
 
beyond. His story is a testament to the power of faith to transform lives and communities,
 
making him a truly remarkable ?gure in modern African Christianity.
 

Question
 

Answer
 
Who is Bishop Engenas
 
Lekganyane?
 
Bishop Engenas Lekganyane was the founder of
 
the Zion Christian Church (ZCC), one of the largest
 
African-initiated churches in Southern Africa.
 
When was Bishop Engenas
 
Lekganyane born?
 
Bishop Engenas Lekganyane was born in 1885.
 
What is the signi?cance of Bishop
 
Engenas Lekganyane in South
 
African religious history?
 
He is signi?cant for founding the Zion Christian
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Church, which has millions of followers and has had
 
a major impact on Christianity in South Africa and
 
neighboring countries.
 
How did Bishop Engenas
 
Lekganyane start the Zion
 
Christian Church?
 
He started the Zion Christian Church in 1910 after
 
separating from the Pentecostal movement,
 
blending Christian teachings with traditional African
 
beliefs.
 
What are some key teachings of
 
Bishop Engenas Lekganyane?
 
His teachings emphasize faith healing, holiness,
 
the power of prayer, and a unique blend of
 
Christian doctrine with African cultural practices.
 
Where is the headquarters of the
 
Zion Christian Church founded by
 
Bishop Engenas Lekganyane?
 
The headquarters of the Zion Christian Church is in
 
Moria, Limpopo province, South Africa.
 
How has Bishop Engenas

Published by: spe.sanlam.com Page 13 of 19



HIS GRACE BISHOP DR B E LEKGANYANE Document Vol. 2022, Issue 1

 
Lekganyane's legacy in?uenced
 
contemporary African Christianity?
 
His legacy has in?uenced contemporary African
 
Christianity by promoting African identity within
 
Christian faith and encouraging the growth of
 
independent African churches.
 
When did Bishop Engenas
 
Lekganyane pass away?
 
Bishop Engenas Lekganyane passed away in 1948.
 
What role does Bishop Engenas
 
Lekganyane's family play in the
 
Zion Christian Church today?
 
His descendants continue to lead the Zion Christian
 
Church, maintaining its traditions and expanding its
 
in?uence across Southern Africa.
 
Bishop Engenas Lekganyane: A Pivotal Figure in African Pentecostalism
 

bishop engenas lekganyane stands as a signi?cant and in?uential ?gure in the
 
landscape of African Pentecostal Christianity. Known primarily as the founder of the Zion
 
Christian Church (ZCC), his legacy has shaped religious practices, cultural identity, and
 
social cohesion in Southern Africa, particularly in South Africa. This article delves into the
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life, impact, and continuing in?uence of Bishop Engenas Lekganyane, o?ering a
 
comprehensive analysis of his contributions to faith and society.
 

Early Life and Formation of the Zion Christian Church
 
Bishop Engenas Lekganyane was born in the early 20th century in South Africa, during a
 
period marked by colonial rule and social upheaval. His early years remain somewhat
 
obscure, but it is well-documented that his spiritual journey began within the Zionist
 
Christian tradition, which itself was an African-initiated church movement blending
 
indigenous beliefs with Christian doctrines.
 
Recognizing a need for a religious institution that resonated deeply with the cultural and
 
spiritual needs of black South Africans, Bishop Lekganyane founded the Zion Christian
 
Church in 1924. His vision was to create a church that embraced African identity while
 
promoting Christian principles, thus fostering a unique religious space that di?ered from
 
the mainstream missionary churches prevalent at the time.
 

Theological Foundations and Church Growth
 
Under the leadership of Bishop Engenas Lekganyane, the ZCC developed distinctive
 
theological beliefs that set it apart from other denominations. The church emphasizes
 
healing, prophecy, and strict adherence to biblical teachings, coupled with traditional
 
African customs. This dual approach allowed the ZCC to attract large numbers of
 
followers, eventually becoming South Africa?s largest Zionist church.
 
Bishop Lekganyane?s charismatic leadership and emphasis on communal worship fostered
 
a strong sense of belonging among adherents. The church?s annual pilgrimages,
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particularly to the sacred Moria grounds, became a hallmark of its religious expression,
 
drawing hundreds of thousands of devotees each year.
 

Impact on African Pentecostalism and Society
 
The in?uence of Bishop Engenas Lekganyane extends beyond religious boundaries,
 
intersecting with social and cultural domains. His establishment of the ZCC played a
 
critical role in empowering black South Africans during apartheid and post-apartheid eras
 
by providing spiritual solace and a platform for community organizing.
 

Social Cohesion and Identity
 
Through the Zion Christian Church, Bishop Lekganyane o?ered a framework for social
 
cohesion among disparate ethnic groups within South Africa. The church?s emphasis on
 
unity and peace helped mitigate the divisive e?ects of racial segregation policies.
 
Additionally, the ZCC?s incorporation of indigenous dress codes, rituals, and music
 
reinforced a sense of African pride and identity, which was crucial during decades of
 
systemic oppression.
 

Economic and Community Development
 
Beyond spiritual leadership, Bishop Engenas Lekganyane?s church has been active in
 
community development initiatives. The ZCC has historically invested in education,
 
healthcare, and welfare programs for its members, which has contributed to improving
 
the quality of life for many South Africans. This holistic approach to ministry underscores
 
the church?s role not only as a religious institution but also as a social agent.
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Legacy and Contemporary Relevance
 
Bishop Engenas Lekganyane?s legacy lives on through the continued growth and in?uence
 
of the Zion Christian Church. Today, the ZCC boasts millions of members across Southern
 
Africa and has expanded its reach internationally. The church?s ability to adapt to modern
 
challenges while retaining its core principles is a testament to the visionary leadership of
 
its founder.
 

Leadership Succession and Organizational Structure
 
After Bishop Lekganyane?s death in 1948, the leadership mantle passed to his son, which
 
sparked discussions about succession and organizational structure within the church. The
 
hereditary leadership model has been both a strength and a point of contention,
 
in?uencing the church?s stability and its capacity to address contemporary issues.
 

Challenges and Criticisms
 
While the Zion Christian Church under Bishop Engenas Lekganyane?s foundation has
 
garnered widespread respect, it has not been without criticism. Some scholars and
 
observers have raised concerns about the church?s insularity, gender roles, and the
 
blending of Christianity with traditional beliefs, which some view as syncretism.
 
Nonetheless, the ZCC remains a powerful religious movement with a profound impact on
 
its adherents.
 

Comparative Perspectives: Bishop Engenas Lekganyane and
 

Other African Pentecostal Leaders
 
When examining Bishop Engenas Lekganyane?s role within the broader African
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Pentecostal movement, comparisons with other prominent ?gures such as Bishop David
 
O. Oyedepo of Nigeria or Archbishop Benson Idahosa highlight regional di?erences. Unlike
 
the prosperity gospel focus common in West African Pentecostalism, Lekganyane?s
 
ministry centered on communal spirituality and cultural preservation.
 
This distinction underscores the diversity within African Pentecostalism and demonstrates
 
how leaders like Bishop Engenas Lekganyane tailored their ministries to the socio-cultural
 
realities of their contexts.
 

Unique Features of the Zion Christian Church
 

Distinctive Worship Practices: Incorporation of indigenous music, dance, and
 
1.
 
attire.
 

Annual Pilgrimage: The Moria pilgrimage, attracting vast numbers of
worshippers.
 
2.
 

Emphasis on Healing: Faith healing as a central component of worship.
 
3.
 

Community Focus: Social welfare programs and support networks.
 
4.
 
These features contribute to the enduring appeal of Bishop Engenas Lekganyane?s
 
spiritual legacy.
 
The story of Bishop Engenas Lekganyane is not merely one of religious leadership but also
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of cultural a?rmation and social resilience. His vision helped forge a religious identity that
 
continues to shape the lives of millions, re?ecting the dynamic interplay between faith,
 
culture, and community in the African context. As the Zion Christian Church navigates
 
contemporary challenges, the foundational principles laid by Bishop Engenas Lekganyane
 
remain a guiding force for its followers.
 
Bishop Engenas Lekganyane, Zion Christian Church, ZCC leader, South African church,
 
Lekganyane family, ZCC history, Engenas Lekganyane legacy, African Pentecostal church,
 
religious leader South Africa, ZCC headquarters
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