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Scotts Turf Builder Lime Spreader Setting: A Complete Guide to Perfect Lawn Care

scotts turf builder lime spreader setting is an essential topic for anyone looking
to

maintain a lush, healthy lawn. If you?ve ever wondered how to apply lime evenly and
e?ectively using a Scotts spreader, you?re in the right place. Achieving the perfect
spreader setting can make all the di?erence in balancing soil pH, promoting nutrient
absorption, and ultimately giving your grass the vibrant look you desire. In this guide,
we?ll explore everything from adjusting your spreader settings to tips for optimal lime
application and some insider advice on lawn care.

Understanding Scotts Turf Builder Lime and Why Proper

Spreader Settings Matter

Lime is commonly used to raise the pH level of acidic soils, which can help your grass
absorb nutrients more e?ciently. Scotts Turf Builder Lime is formulated to gradually
adjust soil pH to a more neutral level, creating an ideal environment for grass growth.
However, the e?ectiveness of lime depends heavily on how evenly it?s spread across your
lawn.

The Role of Spreader Settings in Lime Application
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Using the right spreader setting ensures that lime particles are distributed uniformly. If
your spreader is set too high, you risk over-application, which can harm your lawn and
waste product. Conversely, a setting too low might lead to insu?cient coverage, leaving
parts of your yard untreated and acidic. Each Scotts spreader model has recommended
settings based on the material being applied, including lime, fertilizer, or seed.

Types of Scotts Spreaders and Their Relevance

Scotts 0?ers several spreader models, such as the Scotts Turf Builder EdgeGuard Mini
Broadcast Spreader and the Scotts Turf Builder Classic Drop Spreader. The broadcast
spreaders are generally preferred for lime due to their even distribution and ease of
adjustment. Drop spreaders, while precise, may not cover large areas as e?ciently.
How to Determine the Correct Scotts Turf Builder Lime Spreader
Setting

The correct setting varies based on the spreader model and the product you?re applying.
Generally, Scotts provides a chart or label on their lime bags specifying recommended
settings for various spreaders.

Step-by-Step Guide to Finding the Right Setting

Identify Your Spreader Model: Check the model number or name on your Scotts

spreader.

Consult the Lime Bag Instructions: Look for the suggested setting for lime

2.
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application. This is usually a number between 1 and 10.

Adjust the Spreader: Turn the dial to the recommended setting before you start.
3.

Test on a Small Area: Apply lime on a small patch and check coverage.
4.

Fine-Tune if Necessary: If coverage is too thick or thin, adjust the dial
5.

accordingly.

Typical Spreaders and Lime Settings

For a Scotts broadcast spreader, settings often fall between 5 and 7 for lime, but it?s vital
to follow the exact instructions on your lime bag. The EdgeGuard feature on some models
allows you to control where the lime is applied, reducing waste and protecting ?ower beds
or walkways.

Tips for Applying Scotts Turf Builder Lime with a Spreader

Applying lime isn?t just about the spreader setting?it?s also about timing, technique, and
preparation.

When to Apply Lime

Lime is best applied in the fall or early spring when soil conditions are optimal for
absorption. Avoid applying lime during periods of drought or extreme heat to prevent

stress on your lawn.
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Preparing Your Lawn

Before application, mow your lawn to a manageable height and remove any debris. This
ensures that lime reaches the soil surface directly rather than accumulating on grass
blades.

Spreader Operation Tips

Walk at a Consistent Pace: Maintaining a steady speed will help achieve even

distribution.

Overlap Your Passes: Slightly overlapping your walking paths prevents missed
2.

spots.

Use the EdgeGuard Wisely: On broadcast spreaders, use the EdgeGuard to
avoid

spreading lime onto sidewalks or ?ower beds.

Clean Your Spreader After Use: Lime can be corrosive, so cleaning your
4.

equipment prolongs its lifespan.

Adjusting for Lawn Size and Lime Quantity

If you have a particularly large or small lawn, adjusting the spreader setting or application

rate is necessary to avoid under- or over-liming.
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Calculating the Necessary Lime Amount

Soil testing is a crucial ?rst step. A soil test will tell you the current pH and the amount of
lime needed to reach the ideal pH range for your grass type, typically between 6.0 and

7.0.

Scaling Spreader Settings for Di?erent Lawn Sizes

For smaller lawns, you might need to reduce the setting slightly to avoid excessive
application. Larger yards might require multiple passes or a higher setting, depending on
the spreader?s capacity and lime granule size.

Common Mistakes to Avoid with Scotts Turf Builder Lime

Spreader Setting

Even experienced gardeners sometimes slip up when applying lime. Here are some pitfalls
to watch out for:

Ignoring Soil pH Testing

Applying lime without testing soil pH can lead to unnecessary treatments. Not all lawns
need lime, and too much can make soil alkaline, inhibiting nutrient uptake.

Incorrect Spreader Settings

Using the wrong setting can waste product and damage your lawn. Always cross-reference
your spreader?s manual and the lime bag for the best guidance.

Applying Lime Too Frequently

Lime doesn?t need to be applied every season. In many cases, once every 2-3 years is

su?cient, depending on soil conditions.
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Maximizing the Bene?ts of Lime with Proper Spreader Settings

When applied correctly, lime improves soil structure, encourages bene?cial microbial
activity, and enhances fertilizer e?ciency. Using a Scotts spreader with the right settings
simpli?es this process and ensures your lawn stays green and healthy year-round.
Pairing Lime Application with Fertilization

Many homeowners use Scotts Turf Builder Lime in combination with their fertilizer
regimen. Applying lime ?rst and allowing it to work into the soil before fertilizing can
maximize nutrient uptake.

Monitoring Your Lawn?s Progress

Keep an eye on your lawn?s color and texture after lime application. Healthy grass with
fewer weeds often indicates successful pH adjustment and proper spreader use.
Understanding and adjusting your Scotts turf builder lime spreader setting can transform
your lawn care routine. With the right knowledge and tools, you?ll be able to apply lime
evenly and e?ectively, ensuring your grass gets the ideal soil conditions it needs to thrive.
Whether you?re a seasoned gardener or a beginner, mastering these settings is a step
toward a greener, more vibrant lawn.

Question

Answer

What is the recommended

setting for the Scotts Turf
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Builder Lime Spreader?

The recommended setting for the Scotts Turf Builder
Lime Spreader typically ranges from 4 to 6, depending
on the model and the desired application rate. Always
refer to the product label and spreader instructions for
precise settings.

How do | adjust the Scotts

Turf Builder Lime Spreader

setting for my lawn size?

To adjust the setting, ?rst measure your lawn size, then
consult the spreader settings chart on the lime bag or
user manual. Set the dial to the number that
corresponds to your lawn size and desired application
rate.

Can | use the same spreader

setting for both lime and

fertilizer with Scotts Turf

Builder?

No, lime and fertilizer have di?erent granule sizes and
weights, so they require di?erent spreader settings.

Always follow the speci?c setting recommendations for

Vol. 2024, Issue 9
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each product to ensure even application.

What happens if | set the

Scotts Turf Builder Lime

Spreader too high?

Setting the spreader too high can result in over-
application of lime, which may raise soil pH excessively
and harm your lawn. It can also cause uneven spreading
and waste product.

How often should | apply lime

using the Scotts Turf Builder

Lime Spreader?

Lime application frequency depends on your soil test
results, but generally, lime is applied every 2-3 years to
maintain optimal pH levels. Follow soil test
recommendations and product guidelines.

Is the Scotts Turf Builder

Lime Spreader setting the

same for all lawn types?

No, the setting may vary depending on lawn type, soil

condition, and the speci?c lime product used. It's best to

Vol. 2024, Issue 9
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test your soil and follow the product instructions for the

appropriate setting.

How do I calibrate my Scotts

Turf Builder Lime Spreader?

To calibrate, ?Il the spreader with lime, set the dial to a

starting setting, spread over a measured area, and

weigh the amount used. Adjust the dial accordingly to

achieve the recommended application rate per 1,000 sq

ft.

Can | use the Scotts Turf

Builder Lime Spreader

setting guide for other lime

brands?

It's not recommended as di?erent lime brands may have

varying granule sizes and densities, a?ecting spreader

settings. Always follow the instructions provided by the

speci?c lime product manufacturer.

What is the best time to use

the Scotts Turf Builder Lime

Spreader on my lawn?

The best time to apply lime is during the growing

Vol. 2024, Issue 9
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season, typically in spring or fall, when soil is moist but
not saturated. This allows lime to react with the soil
e?ectively.

How do | ensure even

coverage when using the

Scotts Turf Builder Lime

Spreader?

Walk at a steady pace, overlap each pass slightly, and

keep the spreader setting consistent as recommended.

Regularly check the spreader for clogs and re?ll as

needed to maintain even distribution.

Scotts Turf Builder Lime Spreader Setting: A Detailed Guide for Optimal Lawn Care

Vol. 2024, Issue 9

scotts turf builder lime spreader setting is a critical factor for homeowners and

lawn

care enthusiasts aiming to achieve a balanced and healthy lawn. The precision in

adjusting the spreader setting ensures that lime is evenly distributed, correcting soil pH

levels without causing damage or wastage. Understanding how to calibrate and use the

Scotts Turf Builder Lime Spreader setting can signi?cantly impact the e?ectiveness of
lawn treatments, promoting greener, thicker grass and reducing soil acidity.

Understanding the Importance of Proper Spreader Settings

The Scotts Turf Builder Lime Spreader is designed to distribute lime evenly across your
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lawn, addressing soil acidity issues that often hinder grass growth. Lime application is
essential for neutralizing acidic soils, which can impede nutrient uptake and stunt root
development. However, over-application can lead to nutrient imbalances, while under-
application may fail to correct soil pH adequately.

Accurate spreader settings allow for consistent coverage, ensuring that every square foot
of your lawn receives the right amount of lime. This precision is particularly critical
because lime is a ?ne powder that can easily become airborne or clump if not properly
spread, resulting in an uneven lawn and wasted product.

How Scotts Turf Builder Lime Spreader Settings Work

The spreader settings on Scotts? models, such as the Scotts Turf Builder EdgeGuard DLX
or the Scotts Classic Drop Spreader, control the aperture through which the lime ?ows.
The setting number corresponds to the size of the opening, in?uencing how much lime is
released per pass.

Typically, Scotts recommends speci?c spreader settings based on the product type and
application rate. For instance, when using Scotts Turf Builder Lime, the suggested setting
might range between 4 and 6, depending on your lawn size and soil test results. These
settings are intended to deliver the correct pounds per 1,000 square feet to achieve
optimal soil pH adjustment.

Calibrating Your Spreader for Accuracy

Even with manufacturer-recommended settings, calibration is a necessary step to tailor
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the application to your speci?c environment and application technique. To calibrate your
Scotts lime spreader:

Select a test area and mark a measured length of lawn, such as 100 feet by 1 foot.

Set your spreader to the recommended setting based on the Scotts guidelines.

Fill the hopper with lime and walk at a consistent pace across the test area,

3.

applying the lime evenly.

Collect the lime from the test area and weigh it to verify that it matches the desired
4,

application rate.

Adjust the spreader setting accordingly if the amount applied is too high or too low.

This process ensures that the spreader dispenses the lime at the intended rate, reducing
the risk of over-application or patchy coverage.

Comparing Scotts Turf Builder Lime Spreader Settings Across

Models

Several Scotts spreader models are compatible with turf builder lime, each featuring
di?erent mechanisms and calibration options. Understanding these di?erences is crucial

for selecting the right spreader and setting for your lawn care needs.
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Scotts Classic Drop Spreader

The Classic Drop Spreader releases lime directly beneath the spreader in a controlled,
narrow path. This model is best suited for small to medium-sized yards and o?ers settings
from 1 to 10. For lime applications, settings around 4 to 6 are commonly recommended,
but calibration is advised. The drop mechanism minimizes wind drift, ensuring precise
application.

Scotts Turf Builder EdgeGuard DLX Broadcast Spreader

The EdgeGuard DLX features a broadcast spreader design with a wider distribution
pattern and a patented EdgeGuard feature that prevents product wastage on sidewalks
and driveways. Spreader settings for lime typically range from 4 to 5 on this model. The
broadcast action can cover larger areas faster but requires attention to wind conditions to
avoid uneven application.

Scotts Turf Builder Pro Spreader

For professional or larger lawn areas, the Pro Spreader o?ers enhanced capacity and
adjustable settings suitable for lime application. Settings will vary depending on turf
builder lime product instructions but generally fall within the 4 to 6 range. The Pro
Spreader?s robust design supports consistent ?ow rates, contributing to uniform lime
distribution.

Factors In?uencing the Ideal Spreader Setting

Several variables a?ect the optimal Scotts Turf Builder Lime Spreader setting, making it
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essential to consider local conditions and lawn characteristics:

Soil pH Level: A soil test indicating severe acidity may require a higher lime

application rate, a?ecting the spreader setting.

Lawn Size and Shape: Irregularly shaped or small lawns might necessitate
slower

walking speeds and more precise settings.

Walking Speed: Faster walking speeds reduce lime application per square foot,
3.

potentially requiring a higher spreader setting.

Wind Conditions: Wind can cause broadcast spreaders to disperse lime
unevenly,

4.
in?uencing the choice of spreader and setting.

Moisture Levels: Damp lime can clog the hopper, a?ecting ?ow rate and
requiring

5.

adjustments to settings or application timing.

Understanding these factors can help homeowners adapt their approach, ensuring the
lime is applied e?ectively and e?ciently.

Best Practices for Using Scotts Turf Builder Lime Spreader
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Maximizing the bene?ts of the Scotts Turf Builder Lime Spreader setting involves more
than just dialing in the correct number. For optimal results, lawn care professionals and
homeowners should follow these best practices:

Perform a Soil Test: Before application, conduct a soil pH test to determine lime

needs and avoid unnecessary treatment.

Apply in Suitable Weather: Choose a calm day with little to no wind to ensure
2.

even distribution and prevent drift.

Maintain Consistent Walking Pace: Walking too fast or too slow can disrupt
3.

application consistency.

Clean and Maintain the Spreader: Regularly clean the spreader to prevent
4,

clogging and wear that may a?ect settings.

Overlap Passes Slightly: To avoid streaking, overlap each pass by 10-15%.
S.

Analyzing the Pros and Cons of Scotts Turf Builder Lime Spreader

Settings

The Scotts Turf Builder Lime Spreader setting o?ers several advantages but also presents

challenges that users should be aware of.
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Advantages

Precision Application: Allows for controlled lime distribution, minimizing waste

and environmental impact.

User-Friendly: Clear setting indicators simplify the calibration process for
2.

homeowners.

Compatibility: Works well with various Scotts lime products, ensuring
versatility.

3.

Time-E?cient: Adjustable settings help cover di?erent lawn sizes e?ciently.

4,

Challenges

Calibration Required: Without proper calibration, settings may lead to uneven
1.

coverage.

Environmental Sensitivity: Wind and moisture can signi?cantly a?ect
application

2.
quality.

Learning Curve: New users may need practice to master walking pace and
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spreader control.

These considerations highlight the importance of understanding the Scotts Turf Builder
Lime Spreader setting in the context of individual lawn conditions and user experience.
Enhancing Lawn Health Through Accurate Lime Application

Adjusting the Scotts Turf Builder Lime Spreader setting is more than a mechanical task; it
is an integral part of a comprehensive lawn care strategy. Correct lime application
improves soil chemistry, enabling better nutrient absorption and fostering grass growth.
When paired with appropriate fertilization and watering schedules, precise spreader
settings contribute to achieving a lush, resilient lawn.

Lawn care professionals often recommend integrating spreader setting adjustments with
regular soil monitoring, adjusting lime applications seasonally to maintain ideal pH levels.
This dynamic approach ensures long-term lawn vitality and reduces the need for
corrective treatments.

The role of spreader settings in this process cannot be overstated?proper calibration
ensures that the right amount of lime reaches every part of the lawn, avoiding patchiness
and promoting uniform health.

In sum, mastering the Scotts Turf Builder Lime Spreader setting empowers lawn owners to
take proactive and informed steps toward maintaining optimal soil conditions. Through
careful calibration, environmental awareness, and consistent application practices, this

tool becomes a key component in achieving a vibrant and healthy lawn year-round.
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scotts turf builder lime spreader calibration, scotts spreader settings for lime, turf builder
lime application rate, scotts lime spreader adjustment, best spreader setting for lime,
scotts turf builder lime coverage, lime spreader tips scotts, scotts yard lime spreader

guide, turf builder lime spreader instructions, scotts lime application settings

LESCO SPREADER SETTINGS FOR SCOTTS PRODUCTS

Lesco Spreader Settings For Scotts Products

Lesco Spreader Settings for Scotts Products: A Complete Guide for Lawn Care Enthusiasts

lesco spreader settings for scotts products often come up as a common
guestion

among homeowners and lawn care professionals aiming for that perfect, lush green lawn.
If you?re using a Lesco spreader to apply Scotts fertilizers, grass seeds, or weed control
products, understanding the correct settings can make all the di?erence between a
patchy yard and a beautifully even lawn. In this guide, we?ll walk you through the
essential Lesco spreader settings speci?cally tailored for Scotts products, share practical
tips, and clarify how to achieve optimal coverage with minimal waste.

Why Matching Lesco Spreader Settings with Scotts Products

Matters

When it comes to lawn maintenance, precision is key. Scotts products are formulated with

speci?c nutrient ratios and application rates, and using the right spreader settings
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ensures these products are applied evenly and at the recommended dosage.

Lesco spreaders are popular for their durability and precision, especially among
professional landscapers. However, since Lesco?s calibration system is di?erent from
Scotts?, knowing the exact settings for each product helps you avoid over-application that
could burn your lawn or under-application that might leave weeds thriving. This
harmonization also prevents unnecessary expenses and environmental impact.
Understanding Lesco Spreader Calibration Basics

Before diving into product-speci?c settings, it?s helpful to understand how Lesco spreaders
work. Lesco spreaders typically use a numbered dial or lever system to control the
opening size through which the granular product dispenses. The higher the setting
number, the wider the opening, allowing more product to be released per pass.

Unlike Scotts spreaders, which often have settings designed explicitly for their proprietary
products, Lesco spreaders are adjustable for a broad range of granular materials,
including fertilizers, seeds, and herbicides. That ?exibility means you need to adjust the
settings based on the product type and desired application rate.

Key Factors In?uencing Lesco Spreader Settings

Product Granule Size: Larger granules require a di?erent setting than ?ner

powders to achieve the correct spread rate.

Desired Application Rate: Expressed in pounds per 1,000 square feet, this rate

2.
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dictates how much product needs to be distributed evenly.

Spreader Speed: Walking speed a?ects how much material is applied; slower
3.

speeds mean more product is spread over the same area.

Overlap Technique: Proper overlap ensures full coverage without streaks or
4.

missed spots.

Lesco Spreader Settings for Popular Scotts Products

Let?s break down some common Scotts products and the recommended Lesco spreader
settings to maximize their e?ectiveness.

Lesco Settings for Scotts Turf Builder Fertilizer

Scotts Turf Builder is a staple for lawn nourishment, providing essential nutrients to

promote healthy grass growth. When using Turf Builder with a Lesco spreader:

Recommended Setting: Lesco spreader setting between 9 and 11, depending on

the model and granule size.

Application Rate: Typically 3.5to 4.5 pounds per 1,000 sq. ft.

2.
Tip: Calibrate your spreader by catching the granules on a piece of cardboard

3.
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during a timed walk to ensure you?re applying the correct amount.

Because the granules are medium-sized, this setting ensures a steady, even distribution
without clumping.

Lesco Spreader Settings for Scotts Grass Seed Products

Applying grass seed evenly is crucial for uniform lawn growth. Scotts grass seeds vary in
size depending on the variety, so settings can di?er slightly.

Recommended Lesco Setting: Usually around 3-5 for ?ne grass seeds like
fescue

or ryegrass.

Application Rate: Follow the seed bag instructions, often around 5-10 pounds
per

2.
1,000 sq. ft.

Tip: Use a slower walking pace to avoid seed wastage and ensure seeds are not
too

densely packed.

For larger seeds such as Kentucky bluegrass, slightly higher settings (5-7) may be
required to dispense the seed properly.

Lesco Spreader Settings for Scotts Weed Control Products

Weed killers or pre-emergent herbicides from Scotts usually have precise application rates
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that, if not followed, can impact lawn safety and e?ectiveness.

Recommended Setting: Typically between 6 and 9, but always check the
product

label.

Application Rate: Generally ranges from 2 to 4 pounds per 1,000 sq. ft.,
2.

depending on the product.

Tip: Wear protective gear and avoid overlapping too much to prevent damage to
3.

grass.

Because these products can be potent, using a calibrated Lesco spreader setting keeps
your lawn safe and the product e?ective.

How to Calibrate Your Lesco Spreader for Scotts Products

Calibration is the secret to achieving perfect Lesco spreader settings for Scotts products.
Here?s a simple step-by-step guide:

Prepare Your Area: Measure out a 1,000 square foot test area or use a smaller

section and scale accordingly.

Set the Spreader: Start with the recommended Lesco setting for your Scotts
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product.

Collect the Output: Hold a container or cardboard under the spreader to catch
the

granules while you walk at your usual speed across the test area.
Weigh the Material: Use a kitchen scale to weigh the collected granules.
4.

Adjust as Needed: If the weight is higher than the recommended application
rate,

lower the setting. If it?s lower, increase the setting.

Repeat: Repeat the test until the spreader dispenses the exact amount
6.

recommended by Scotts for that product.

This method ensures you?re not guessing but applying with precision.

Tips for Optimizing Lesco Spreader Performance with Scotts
Products

Using the right spreader settings is just part of the equation. Here are additional tips to
enhance your lawn care results:

Keep Your Spreader Clean: Residual product buildup can clog the mechanism

and a?ect distribution.
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Check Weather Conditions: Avoid spreading before rain or in windy conditions
to

prevent runo? or drift.

Maintain Consistent Walking Speed: Variations can cause uneven application.
3.

Overlap Slightly: A 25% overlap on each pass helps avoid missed spots without
4.

doubling product application.

Store Products Properly: Moisture can cause clumping, which a?ects spreading
S.

consistency.

Adjusting Lesco Spreader Settings for Di?erent Lawn Sizes and

Conditions

Whether you?re treating a small backyard or a sprawling front lawn, adjusting your Lesco

spreader settings and technique is vital. For larger areas, maintaining a steady pace and

consistent overlap becomes even more important to prevent streaks or bare spots.

Additionally, soil type and grass variety can in?uence the e?ectiveness of Scotts products.

Sandy soils may require slightly di?erent application approaches than clay-heavy soils, so

keep an eye on your lawn?s response and be ready to tweak your spreader settings

accordingly.
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Navigating lesco spreader settings for scotts products doesn?t have to be complicated.
With a bit of calibration, attention to detail, and understanding how your spreader works
with di?erent Scotts formulations, you can con?dently apply fertilizers, seeds, and weed
controls to achieve beautiful, healthy lawns. The key lies in patience, precision, and
regular maintenance of your equipment?your lawn will thank you for it!

Question

Answer

What is the recommended

Lesco spreader setting for

Scotts Turf Builder fertilizer?

For Scotts Turf Builder fertilizer, the recommended

Lesco spreader setting is typically between 5 and 7, but

it's best to refer to the speci?c product label for exact

calibration.

How do | calibrate my Lesco

spreader for Scotts products?

To calibrate your Lesco spreader for Scotts products, ?I|

the hopper with the product, set the spreader to the

recommended setting, spread over a measured area,

and adjust the setting as needed to achieve the correct
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application rate.

Are Lesco spreader settings

the same for all Scotts

products?

No, Lesco spreader settings vary depending on the

speci?c Scotts product and application rate. Always

check the product label or Scotts website for the correct

setting for each product.

Can | use the Lesco spreader

settings recommended for

Scotts fertilizer with Scotts

grass seed?

No, grass seed and fertilizer have di?erent weights and

application rates, so Lesco spreader settings for Scotts

grass seed di?er from fertilizer settings. Always use the

recommended setting speci?c to the Scotts product

being applied.

Where can | ?nd the Lesco

spreader settings for Scotts

products?

Lesco spreader settings for Scotts products can usually
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be found on the product packaging, in the Scotts
product application guide, or on the Scotts and Lesco
websites.

What should | do if the Lesco

spreader setting for a Scotts

product is not listed?

If the Lesco spreader setting is not listed for a Scotts
product, contact Scotts customer service or consult the
Lesco spreader manual to perform a calibration test to
determine the correct setting.

Does weather a?ect Lesco

spreader settings for Scotts

products?

Weather can impact the e?ectiveness of application but
generally does not change the Lesco spreader settings.
However, avoid spreading when windy or wet conditions
could cause uneven application.

Lesco Spreader Settings for Scotts Products: A Detailed Guide to Optimal Application

lesco spreader settings for scotts products represent a critical consideration
for

homeowners, landscapers, and turf professionals aiming to achieve precise and e?ective
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lawn care results. Both Lesco and Scotts are prominent names in the turf and lawn care
industry, known respectively for their high-quality spreaders and comprehensive line of
fertilizers, seed, and turf treatments. Understanding how to adjust your Lesco spreader
speci?cally for Scotts products can signi?cantly in?uence application accuracy, coverage
uniformity, and ultimately, the health and aesthetics of your lawn.

This article delves into the nuances of Lesco spreader calibration for Scotts products,
exploring the interplay between equipment settings and product speci?cations. It also
evaluates the practical implications of mismatched settings and o?ers actionable insights
to ensure that users get the most out of their lawn care routines.

Understanding Lesco Spreader Settings and Their Importance

Lesco spreaders, particularly the walk-behind and push models, are engineered for
precision and durability in distributing granular products. They o?er adjustable settings
that control the ?ow rate of materials, which is essential for achieving the recommended
application rates speci?ed by product manufacturers like Scotts.

Incorrect spreader settings can lead to under-application or over-application of fertilizers
and seeds, resulting in patchy lawns, nutrient de?ciencies, or even environmental runo?
issues. Therefore, aligning Lesco spreader settings with Scotts product requirements is
not just a matter of convenience but a fundamental practice in sustainable and e?ective
lawn care.

How Lesco Spreader Settings Correlate with Scotts Product Application
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Rates

Scotts products, including their popular Turf Builder fertilizers, grass seed blends, and
weed control treatments, come with clearly de?ned application rates, usually expressed in
pounds per 1,000 square feet. Lesco spreaders feature numbered settings that adjust the
opening of the hopper gate, controlling the volume of material dispersed per pass.

For example, Scotts Turf Builder Lawn Food typically recommends an application rate of
5,000 square feet per 10 pounds of product. To achieve this, users must adjust their Lesco
spreader to a setting that matches this rate. According to Lesco?s calibration data, a
setting between 6 and 8 on most of their standard walk-behind models corresponds
roughly to this ?ow rate for materials with similar granule size and weight to Scotts Turf
Builder.

However, it's essential to note that granular size, weight, and moisture content can a?ect
spreader performance. Therefore, users should reference both Lesco?s calibration charts
and Scotts? product guidelines and, if possible, perform a test spread to verify coverage
before full application.

Calibrating Lesco Spreaders for Di?erent Scotts Products

Given the variety of Scotts products?ranging from fertilizers to grass seed, and weed
control granules?each product demands speci?c spreader settings. Here?s an analytical
breakdown of how to approach calibration for some of the most common Scotts o0?erings
when using a Lesco spreader.

Fertilizers: Scotts Turf Builder and Beyond
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Granular fertilizers like Turf Builder are designed for steady nutrient release, making
precise application rates crucial. Lesco spreader settings for Scotts fertilizers generally fall
within a mid-range setting, often between 5 and 10 depending on the model.

Lesco Walk-Behind Spreader Model 18: Settings 6-8 are typically e?ective for

Scotts Turf Builder Lawn Food.

Lesco 80 LB Drop Spreader: Settings 8-10 help cover larger areas e?ciently,
2.

suitable for Scotts fertilizer granules.

A practical step is to conduct a catch test by spreading on a known area and measuring
the amount dispensed. This ensures that the spreader setting matches the Scotts
product?s application rate, which is vital for avoiding nutrient burn or insu?cient feeding.
Grass Seed Application with Lesco Spreaders

Scotts grass seed blends, including their popular turfgrass seed mixes, often have
di?erent granule sizes and densities compared to fertilizers. This factor necessitates
recalibration of the Lesco spreader. Seed application generally requires more delicate
control to prevent overseeding or patchy coverage.

Lesco spreader settings for Scotts grass seed products tend to be lower than those for
fertilizers, often in the 3 to 6 range on most models. This lower setting accommodates the

lighter and smaller seed particles, ensuring even distribution without waste.
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Weed Control Granules and Specialized Products

Scotts weed control products, such as those containing granular herbicides, require
precise application to avoid damaging desirable turfgrass. Lesco spreader settings for
these products usually mirror those of fertilizers but often require even more careful
calibration due to the potency of herbicides.

Because of the environmental and safety implications, many professionals recommend
starting at a lower spreader setting and gradually increasing until the desired coverage
rate is con?rmed with a test application.

Factors In?uencing Lesco Spreader Settings for Scotts Products
Beyond product type, several external factors in?uence optimal Lesco spreader settings
when applying Scotts products:

Granule Size and Weight

The physical characteristics of Scotts products vary; fertilizers often have uniform, heavier
granules, while seeds and weed control products might have lighter or irregular shapes.
These di?erences a?ect how granules ?ow through the spreader mechanism, requiring
adjustments in hopper gate settings.

Lawn Size and Terrain

The spreader setting also depends on lawn dimensions and topography. For example,
uneven terrain may require a more conservative setting to prevent uneven distribution
caused by bouncing or inconsistent spreader movement.

Environmental Conditions
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Humidity, moisture, and wind can a?ect product dispersion. Moisture may cause granules
to clump, reducing ?ow rate, while wind can carry lighter particles o?-target. Adjusting
Lesco spreader settings downward in damp conditions can help maintain proper
application rates.

Practical Tips for Optimizing Lesco Spreader Settings with Scotts
Products

To maximize the e?ectiveness of lesco spreader settings for Scotts products, consider the
following best practices:

Consult Manufacturer Guidelines: Always start by reviewing Scotts?

recommended application rates and Lesco?s spreader calibration charts.

Perform a Catch Test: Use collection trays or similar methods to measure the
2.

actual output at your chosen spreader setting before treating the entire lawn.

Adjust Gradually: Make incremental changes to spreader settings rather than
3.

large jumps to ?ne-tune accuracy.

Maintain Equipment: Regularly clean and inspect Lesco spreader components
to

prevent clogging or malfunction that could skew application rates.
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Account for Overlap: Plan your spreading pattern to minimize overlap and
5.

prevent over-application.

Comparison with Other Spreader Brands

While Lesco spreaders are favored for their durability and calibration precision, some
users may compare settings with other brands like Scotts? own spreaders or Earthway
models. Lesco?s advantage lies in its robust construction and adaptability to various
granular products, but users should be mindful that settings are not universally
transferable between brands due to design di?erences.

In contrast, Scotts spreaders often come pre-calibrated for Scotts products, simplifying
setup but sometimes lacking the customization options that Lesco o?ers to experienced
users.

Understanding these distinctions can help users decide whether investing time in
mastering Lesco spreader settings for Scotts products is worthwhile relative to their lawn
care goals.

Lesco spreader settings for Scotts products are a critical nexus of equipment precision
and product e?cacy. When calibrated correctly, they ensure that lawns receive the right
amount of nutrients, seed, and treatments, promoting healthy growth and environmental
stewardship. As with any lawn care equipment, the key lies in informed adjustments,

routine checks, and attention to the unique characteristics of both the spreader and the
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applied product.
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