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Vibration Fault Guide

Vibration analysis plays a critical role in the predictive maintenance of machinery and equipment.
Understanding vibration faults is essential for diagnosing issues early, minimizing downtime, and
avoiding costly repairs. This vibration fault guide provides a comprehensive overview of common
vibration faults, their causes, symptoms, and troubleshooting techniques. Whether you are a
maintenance engineer, technician, or plant manager, this guide aims to enhance your understanding
of vibration issues and how to address them effectively.

Understanding Vibration in Machinery
Vibration refers to the oscillations or repetitive motions of machine parts around an equilibrium point.
While some vibration is normal during operation, excessive or abnormal vibrations often indicate

underlying problems. Proper vibration monitoring can reveal issues such as imbalance,
misalignment, bearing faults, and other mechanical defects.

Common Vibration Faults

Identifying the specific type of vibration fault is crucial for effective troubleshooting. Below are the
most common vibration faults encountered in rotating machinery:

1. Imbalance

Imbalance occurs when the rotating part's mass distribution is uneven, causing the rotor to wobble
as it spins.

Causes
- Uneven wear or material buildup
- Manufacturing defects

- Damage or chips on blades or impellers

Symptoms

- High vibration amplitude at the rotor's rotational frequency
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- Rumbling or shuddering noises
- Increased bearing temperatures

2. Misalignment
Misalignment occurs when the shafts are not properly aligned, leading to uneven load distribution.
Causes
- Installation errors
- Thermal expansion differences
- Foundation settlement or shifts
Symptoms
- Vibration peaks at multiples of rotational frequency
- Increased coupling and bearing wear
- Unusual noise patterns
3. Bearing Faults
Faults in bearings are among the most common causes of vibration issues.
Types of Bearing Faults
- Outer race defects
- Inner race defects
- Ball or roller defects
- Lubrication failures
Causes
- Contamination
- Insufficient lubrication

- Overloading
- Corrosion or fatigue
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Symptoms

- Localized high-frequency vibrations
- Increasing vibration amplitude over time
- Unusual noise or grinding sounds

4. Looseness and Mechanical Wear

Loose components or worn mechanical parts can cause irregular vibrations.

Causes

- Worn mounting bolts or fasteners
- Hub or shaft wear
- Structural fatigue or damage

Symptoms
- Erratic or inconsistent vibration patterns
- Sharp spikes in vibration readings

- Increased movement or play in components

5. Resonance
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Resonance occurs when the operating frequency matches a natural frequency of the system,

amplifying vibrations.

Causes
- Operational conditions changing over time
- Structural modifications

- Improper damping or support

Symptoms

- Sudden increase in vibration amplitude



VIBRATION FAULT GUIDE Complete Guide Vol. 2021, Issue 7

- Persistent high vibrations at specific frequencies
- Unusual noise or structural vibrations

Techniques for Vibration Fault Diagnosis

Accurate diagnosis involves a combination of measurement techniques, spectral analysis, and
pattern recognition. Here are some essential steps:

1. Vibration Measurement

Use suitable sensors, like accelerometers or velocity sensors, placed at critical points on the
machinery.

2. Time Waveform Analysis
Examine raw vibration signals for irregularities, shocks, or repetitive patterns.
3. Spectrum Analysis

Perform Fast Fourier Transform (FFT) to identify dominant frequencies and their harmonics,
revealing specific faults.

4. Envelope Analysis

Detect bearing faults by analyzing high-frequency impact signals within the vibration data.
5. Orbit Analysis

Visualize rotor movement to assess imbalance or misalignment.

Vibration Fault Prevention and Maintenance Strategies

Prevention is better than cure. Regular monitoring and maintenance can significantly reduce the
occurrence of vibration faults.

1. Regular Inspection and Monitoring
Implement routine vibration checks and trend analysis to detect early signs of faults.

2. Proper Installation and Alignment
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Ensure machinery is installed and aligned correctly to prevent misalignment and imbalance.
3. Lubrication Management

Maintain appropriate lubrication levels and quality to prevent bearing failures.

4. Balancing and Alignment

Perform dynamic balancing and shaft alignment during installation and after repairs.

5. Structural Improvements

Enhance foundation stability and damping to reduce resonance effects.

Conclusion

Understanding vibration faults is essential for maintaining healthy machinery and preventing
unexpected breakdowns. By recognizing common faults such as imbalance, misalignment, bearing
defects, looseness, and resonance, maintenance teams can implement targeted troubleshooting
and preventive measures. Employing proper measurement techniques, spectral analysis, and
routine inspections ensures early detection and efficient resolution of vibration issues. Ultimately, a
proactive approach to vibration fault management extends equipment lifespan, improves safety, and
reduces operational costs.

Remember: Regular vibration monitoring combined with thorough analysis and maintenance
practices is key to minimizing downtime and optimizing equipment performance. Stay vigilant and
keep your machinery running smoothly!

Vibration Fault Guide: Comprehensive Insights into Diagnosing and Addressing Machinery
Vibrations

Vibration analysis is a critical aspect of predictive maintenance and machinery health monitoring.
Recognizing, diagnosing, and rectifying vibration faults can significantly reduce downtime, prevent
catastrophic failures, and extend equipment lifespan. This guide provides an in-depth exploration of
vibration faults, their causes, detection methods, and remediation strategies.

Understanding Vibration in Machinery

Vibration refers to the oscillatory motion of machinery components caused by dynamic forces during
operation. While some level of vibration is normal, excessive or abnormal vibrations often indicate
underlying faults. Proper understanding of vibration behaviors is essential for accurate diagnosis.
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Normal vs. Fault-Induced Vibrations

- Normal vibrations are typically within manufacturer-specified limits and are predictable based on
machinery design.

- Fault-induced vibrations deviate from normal patterns, often exhibiting increased amplitude,
specific frequencies, or irregular waveforms.

The Importance of Vibration Monitoring

- Early fault detection

- Reducing unplanned downtime
- Minimizing maintenance costs

- Improving safety and reliability

Common Types of Vibration Faults

Vibration faults manifest in various forms, each associated with specific machinery issues.
Recognizing these patterns helps in swift diagnosis.

1. Imbalance

- Caused by uneven mass distribution around the rotor

- Typically produces vibrations at the rotor's rotational frequency
- Symptoms:

- High amplitude at the fundamental rotational frequency

- Vibration increases with machine speed

2. Misalignment

- Occurs when shafts are not properly aligned

- Produces vibrations at rotational frequency and its harmonics
- Symptoms:

- Increased vibration amplitude

- Possible coupling or bearing noise

3. Bearing Faults
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- Includes defects like spalls, cracks, or wear in bearing components
- Produces characteristic vibration signatures

- Symptoms:

- Fault frequencies specific to bearing geometry

- Harmonic and sideband patterns

4. Gear Mesh Faults

- Includes gear wear, broken teeth, or misalignment

- Produces vibrations at gear mesh frequency and sidebands
- Symptoms:

- Increased vibration amplitude at gear mesh frequency

- Harmonic and sideband patterns

5. Looseness and Structural Faults

- Due to loose bolts, supports, or structural fatigue
- Produces broad-spectrum or impulsive vibrations
- Symptoms:

- Sudden spikes or irregular signals

- Low-frequency vibrations

6. Resonance
- When operational frequency coincides with natural frequency of components
- Amplifies vibrations significantly
- Symptoms:
- Sharp increase in vibration amplitude
- Possible structural damage
Vibration Measurement Techniques and Tools

Accurate detection relies on effective measurement techniques and instruments.

1. Vibration Sensors

- Accelerometers: Most common, measure acceleration
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- Velocity sensors: Measure velocity; useful for low-frequency vibrations
- Displacement sensors: Measure displacement; used for very low-frequency analysis

2. Data Acquisition Systems
- Portable analyzers
- Online monitoring systems
- Data loggers with real-time analysis capabilities
3. Frequency Analysis Tools
- Fast Fourier Transform (FFT): Converts time-domain signals into frequency spectrum
- Envelope analysis: Detects bearing faults
- Shock pulse or time waveform analysis
4. Vibration Standards and Limits
- ISO 10816: Machinery vibration severity standards

- API 610: Centrifugal pumps vibration limits
- Manufacturer specifications: Always consult for specific equipment limits

Diagnosing Vibration Faults: Step-by-Step Approach
Effective diagnosis involves systematic analysis.
Step 1: Data Collection
- Record vibration signals at different operational conditions
- Ensure sensors are correctly mounted and aligned
Step 2: Signal Processing
- Use FFT to identify dominant frequencies

- Apply envelope analysis for bearing defects
- Observe time waveforms for impulsive signals
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Step 3: Pattern Recognition

- Match spectral patterns with known fault signatures
- Look for characteristic frequencies:

- Imbalance: Rotational frequency

- Misalignment: Rotational frequency and harmonics
- Bearing faults: Bearing defect frequencies

- Gear faults: Gear mesh frequency

Step 4: Correlate Data with Machine Operating Conditions
- Check if vibrations increase with speed
- Note if faults are load-dependent
- Confirm with visual inspections

Step 5: Confirm Faults and Plan Remediation

- Cross-validate with other diagnostic tools
- Schedule maintenance for confirmed issues

Common Vibration Faults and Their Root Causes
Understanding root causes enables targeted repairs.
Imbalance Causes
- Manufacturing defects
- Material buildup (dirt, debris)
- Wear or breakage of components
Misalignment Causes
- Improper installation

- Shaft bending
- Thermal expansion effects

Vol. 2021, Issue 7
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Bearings Fault Causes

- Inadequate lubrication
- Contamination

- Overloading

- Wear and fatigue

Gear Fault Causes

- Insufficient lubrication

- Overloading

- Misalignment

- Material fatigue
Looseness Causes

- Loose bolts or fasteners

- Structural fatigue
- Vibration-induced wear

Resonance Causes
- Design flaws

- Changes in operational conditions
- Structural modifications

Vibration Fault Prevention and Mitigation Strategies
Prevention is more cost-effective than repair. Implement these strategies:
Design and Installation Best Practices

- Ensure precise alignment during installation

- Use balanced components
- Design for natural frequency avoidance

Vol. 2021, Issue 7
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Operational Monitoring

- Regular vibration analysis schedules

- Continuous online monitoring for critical machinery

- Maintain detailed logs to track trends
Maintenance and Repair Protocols

- Lubricate bearings adequately

- Tighten bolts and fasteners regularly

- Replace worn or damaged parts proactively

- Conduct visual inspections for structural issues
Advanced Techniques

- Implement machine learning algorithms for fault prediction

- Use acoustic emission analysis for early fault detection
- Apply modal analysis for resonance identification

Remediation of Common Vibration Faults
Addressing identified faults requires targeted actions.

Imbalance Correction

- Dynamic balancing on a balancing machine

- Remove or redistribute mass as needed
Misalignment Correction

- Use laser alignment tools

- Re-align shafts and couplings accurately

Bearing Fault Repair

Vol. 2021, Issue 7



VIBRATION FAULT GUIDE Complete Guide

- Replace damaged bearings
- Ensure proper lubrication
- Clean contamination sources

Gear Fault Repair
- Gear replacement or reconditioning
- Correct gear mesh alignment
- Apply proper lubrication
Addressing Looseness and Structural Issues
- Tighten loose bolts and supports
- Reinforce structural components
- Replace fatigued supports
Resonance Mitigation
- Modify operational speed to avoid natural frequencies

- Add damping materials
- Redesign structural components if necessary

Case Studies and Practical Examples

Real-world examples illustrate the importance of vibration fault diagnosis.

Case Study 1: Bearing Failure in a Pump

- Symptoms:

- Increasing vibration amplitude at bearing defect frequency
- Audible noise

- Action:

- Envelope analysis confirmed bearing spall

- Bearing replaced, and vibration levels normalized

- Lesson:

- Regular monitoring can prevent catastrophic failure

Vol. 2021, Issue 7
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Case Study 2: Misalignment in a Conveyor System

- Symptoms:

- Increased vibrations at multiple frequencies

- Shaft temperature rise

- Action:

- Laser alignment corrected shaft misalignment
- Vibration levels reduced significantly

- Lesson:

- Precise alignment extends equipment life

Emerging Trends in Vibration Fault Diagnosis

The field is evolving with technological advances.

- Machine Learning & Al: Automating fault detection and classification

- Wireless Sensors: Enabling real-time monitoring without extensive wiring

- 10T Integration: Connecting vibration data to cloud platforms for predictive analytics

- Advanced Signal Processing: Using wavelet transforms and other techniques for complex fault
signatures

Conclusion: Best Practices for Vibration Fault Management

Effective vibration fault management hinges on:

- Regular and systematic monitoring

- Proper sensor placement and calibration

- Deep understanding of machine-specific vibration signatures

- Prompt corrective actions upon fault detection

- Continuous training and staying updated with technological advancements

By integrating these principles into maintenance programs, organizations can significantly enhance
machinery reliability, reduce operational costs, and ensure safety. Vibration analysis is not just a
diagnostic tool but a proactive approach to machinery health management that, when properly
implemented, yields substantial benefits across industries.

Remember: The key to mastering vibration fault diagnosis lies in a combination of accurate
measurement, pattern recognition, root cause analysis, and timely intervention. Building a
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comprehensive vibration fault guide tailored to specific equipment and operational contexts will
empower maintenance teams to act decisively and

QuestionAnswer What are the common causes of vibration faults in machinery? Common
causes include imbalance, misalignment, bearing defects, looseness, gear faults, and improper
installation or maintenance. How can vibration analysis help in diagnosing machinery faults?
Vibration analysis detects abnormal vibration patterns, enabling early identification of faults such as
bearing wear, misalignment, or gear defects before catastrophic failure occurs. What are the key
vibration parameters to monitor for fault detection? Key parameters include vibration amplitude
(RMS, peak), frequency spectrum, and phase information, which help identify specific fault types
and their severity. How does imbalance manifest in vibration signals? Imbalance typically causes
increased vibration amplitude at the rotational frequency, often resulting in a strong fundamental
frequency component in the vibration spectrum. What preventive measures can reduce vibration
faults? Regular maintenance, proper balancing, alignment, lubrication, and condition monitoring are
essential preventive measures to minimize vibration-related issues. Can vibration faults be detected
early enough to prevent equipment failure? Yes, with continuous vibration monitoring and trend
analysis, early signs of faults can be detected, allowing maintenance before failure occurs. What
role does frequency analysis play in vibration fault diagnosis? Frequency analysis helps identify
specific fault signatures, such as gear mesh frequencies or bearing defect frequencies, enabling
precise fault localization. Are there any industry standards for vibration fault grading? Yes, standards
like ISO 10816 and ISO 20816 provide guidelines for evaluating vibration severity and fault grading
to ensure machinery safety and reliability.

Related keywords: vibration analysis, fault diagnosis, machinery monitoring, condition monitoring,

fault detection, vibration testing, predictive maintenance, fault diagnosis procedures, vibration
sensors, machinery health assessment

Iso 2372 Vibration Standard

Iso 2372 Vibration Standard

**Understanding the 1SO 2372 Vibration Standard: A Key to Machinery Health**
iIso 2372 vibration standard is a critical guideline that plays a signi?cant role in
ensuring machinery operates e?ciently and safely. If you've ever wondered how

engineers and maintenance professionals assess the health of rotating equipment, this
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international standard is often at the heart of those evaluations. It 0?ers a systematic
approach to measuring and interpreting vibration levels, which are vital indicators of
mechanical condition.

Vibration analysis is a cornerstone of predictive maintenance and reliability engineering,
and the ISO 2372 standard provides a structured framework for classifying vibration
severity. This article explores the nuances of the ISO 2372 vibration standard, its practical
applications, and why it remains a trusted reference for industries worldwide.

What is the ISO 2372 Vibration Standard?

The 1SO 2372 vibration standard, formally known as ISO 2372:1974, is an international
guideline that speci?es allowable vibration levels for rotating machinery in various
operational contexts. It classi?es machines based on their size and type, providing a
benchmark for acceptable vibration amplitudes. The goal is to help maintenance teams
identify when machinery vibration exceeds normal levels, signaling potential faults or
wear.

Originally developed to standardize vibration measurement practices, ISO 2372 sets limits
for vibration velocity expressed in millimeters per second (mm/s). By doing so, it assists in
diagnosing mechanical issues such as imbalance, misalignment, bearing failure, or
looseness within equipment.

Why Vibration Monitoring Matters

Vibration is a natural byproduct of rotating machines. However, excessive vibration can
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lead to catastrophic failures, unscheduled downtime, and costly repairs. Monitoring
vibration trends enables early detection of problems, allowing maintenance teams to
intervene before minor issues escalate.

ISO 2372 vibration standard helps in:

Establishing threshold values for vibration severity.

Providing a consistent method to assess machine condition.

Guiding maintenance decisions based on objective data.

Key Components of the ISO 2372 Vibration Standard

The 1ISO 2372 standard outlines a classi?cation system that categorizes machinery into
di?erent groups according to their size, rotational speed, and type. This classi?cation
in?uences the vibration limits assigned to each machine.

Machine Categories and Classes

Machines are divided primarily into three classes:

**Small Machines:** Typically less than 15 kW or 20 kVA.

**Medium Machines:** Ranging from 15 kW to 75 kW.

**Large Machines:** Exceeding 75 kW.
3.
Each class has designated vibration limits, acknowledging that larger machines can

tolerate di?erent vibration intensities compared to smaller ones. Additionally, the
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standard considers the machine's operating speed, as higher speeds naturally generate
di?erent vibration patterns.

Measurement Parameters

ISO 2372 speci?es that vibration measurements should be taken in terms of velocity
(mm/s) because it 0?ers a reliable correlation with machine condition. The standard
recommends measuring vibration in three orthogonal directions ? axial, radial, and
tangential ? to capture a comprehensive picture of mechanical health.

Applying ISO 2372 in Real-World Vibration Analysis

Understanding the theoretical aspects of the ISO 2372 vibration standard is one thing, but
applying it correctly in the ?eld is where its true value shines. Maintenance professionals
use this standard to interpret vibration data collected from sensors attached to
machinery.

Interpreting Vibration Severity Grades

ISO 2372 assigns vibration severity grades, typically ranging from Grade A (good
condition) to Grade D (poor condition). These grades help technicians decide on the
urgency of maintenance actions:

**Grade A (Acceptable):** Vibration velocity is within normal limits.

**Grade B (Satisfactory):** Slightly elevated vibration but no immediate action

needed.

**Grade C (Unsatisfactory):** Vibration levels suggest potential issues; monitoring
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or maintenance recommended.

**Grade D (Unacceptable):** Vibration is high; immediate inspection or repair
necessary.

This grading system simpli?es decision-making and prioritization of maintenance tasks.
Integration with Condition Monitoring Programs

Many industries incorporate ISO 2372 vibration limits into broader condition monitoring
and predictive maintenance programs. By setting alarm thresholds based on the standard,
companies can automate alerts when vibration levels exceed safe limits.

This proactive approach minimizes unexpected breakdowns and extends machinery life.
For example, in power plants, manufacturing facilities, and marine engineering, adhering
to ISO 2372 helps maintain operational reliability.

LSI Keywords and Related Concepts in Vibration Standards

While 1ISO 2372 primarily deals with vibration severity classi?cation, it often works
alongside other standards and concepts, enriching the overall machinery diagnostics
landscape.

**\/ibration velocity measurement:** A critical parameter speci?ed by ISO 2372.
**Rotating machinery diagnostics:** The broader ?eld where ISO 2372 applies.
**Predictive maintenance:** Maintenance strategy leveraging vibration analysis.

**1SO 10816:** Another important standard related to vibration measurement on

large machines.

**\/ibration severity charts:** Visual tools based on ISO 2372 classi?cations.
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**Bearing vibration analysis:** A common application area tied to ISO 2372

guidelines.

**Machine condition monitoring:** The practice that bene?ts from 1SO 2372 limits.
Understanding these interconnected terms helps professionals develop a more holistic
approach to machinery health management.

Tips for E?ective Use of ISO 2372 Vibration Standard

To get the most out of the ISO 2372 vibration standard, consider these practical tips:

**Use Appropriate Measurement Instruments:** Ensure vibration meters or

analyzers are calibrated and capable of measuring velocity in mm/s accurately.

**Measure at Recommended Locations:** Take measurements at bearing housings

or locations speci?ed by the machine manufacturer for consistency.

**Collect Data Under Stable Operating Conditions:** Avoid transient states like

3.

startup or shutdown to get representative vibration levels.

**Record Baseline Vibration Levels:** Establish a reference point for each machine
4,

to detect deviations over time.

**Combine with Other Diagnostic Techniques:** Use oil analysis, thermography, and

Vol. 2021, Issue 7
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ultrasonic testing alongside vibration data for comprehensive diagnostics.

**Train Personnel Properly:** Knowledgeable technicians can interpret ISO 2372

6.

classi?cations more e?ectively and make informed maintenance decisions.
Limitations to Keep in Mind

While ISO 2372 is invaluable, it is important to recognize its limitations. The standard
primarily addresses overall vibration velocity and may not capture speci?c fault
frequencies or transient events. For detailed fault diagnosis, combining ISO 2372 with
frequency spectrum analysis and other advanced techniques is advisable.

The Evolution and Future of Vibration Standards

Since the introduction of ISO 2372 in 1974, the ?eld of vibration monitoring has evolved
signi?cantly. Newer standards like ISO 10816 and ISO 20816 have expanded on vibration
severity classi?cations to include a wider range of equipment types and measurement
techniques.

Nevertheless, ISO 2372 remains relevant, especially in industries where traditional
machinery and straightforward vibration assessments are common. Looking ahead,
integration with digital monitoring systems, 10T sensors, and machine learning algorithms
is transforming how vibration data is collected and interpreted, enhancing the utility of
established standards like ISO 2372.

By embracing the 1ISO 2372 vibration standard and understanding its practical
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applications, maintenance teams can enhance machinery reliability, reduce downtime,
and optimize operational e?ciency. Whether you?re an engineer, technician, or
maintenance manager, familiarity with this standard equips you with a powerful tool for
maintaining the heartbeat of industrial machinery.

Question

Answer

What is ISO 2372

vibration standard?

ISO 2372 is an international standard that speci?es the

methods for measuring and evaluating mechanical

vibrations in rotating and reciprocating machines, helping to

assess their condition and maintenance needs.

What types of machines

does ISO 2372 apply to?

ISO 2372 primarily applies to rotating and reciprocating

machines such as motors, pumps, compressors, and

turbines, providing guidelines for vibration measurement

and evaluation.

Why is ISO 2372

important for
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maintenance?

ISO 2372 provides standardized vibration measurement

techniques which enable consistent monitoring of machine

condition, early detection of faults, and e?ective

maintenance planning to prevent unexpected failures.

How does ISO 2372

classify vibration

severity?

ISO 2372 classi?es vibration severity into di?erent grades

based on measured vibration velocity or acceleration levels,

categorizing machine conditions from normal operation to

unacceptable vibration requiring immediate action.

What parameters are

measured according to

ISO 23727

ISO 2372 focuses mainly on vibration velocity and

acceleration measurements, specifying the measurement

points, frequency ranges, and evaluation criteria for

assessing the vibration severity of machines.

Can ISO 2372 be used for

predictive maintenance?

Vol. 2021, Issue 7
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Yes, ISO 2372 provides a framework for measuring vibration
levels that can be used in predictive maintenance programs
to monitor machine health and predict potential failures
before they occur.

Where can | ?nd the

o?cial ISO 2372

standard document?

The o?cial ISO 2372 standard document can be purchased
and downloaded from the International Organization for
Standardization (ISO) website or authorized standards
distributors.

**Understanding the 1SO 2372 Vibration Standard: A Critical Benchmark in Machinery

Condition Monitoring**

Vol. 2021, Issue 7

iIso 2372 vibration standard serves as a pivotal guideline within the industrial

and

engineering sectors, particularly in the assessment and monitoring of rotating machinery.

This international standard delineates the acceptable vibration levels for various types of

machinery, enabling maintenance professionals and engineers to detect potential

mechanical faults early and ensure operational safety and e?ciency. Given the increasing

reliance on predictive maintenance strategies and condition monitoring, ISO 2372 remains

a cornerstone reference for vibration analysis worldwide.



VIBRATION FAULT GUIDE Complete Guide Vol. 2021, Issue 7

What is the ISO 2372 Vibration Standard?

The 1SO 2372 standard, o?cially titled "Mechanical vibration ? Evaluation of machine
vibration by measurements on non-rotating parts,” provides a systematic framework for
evaluating vibration severity in machines. Established by the International Organization
for Standardization, it de?nes vibration limits and categorizes severity levels based on
velocity measurements taken from the machine's non-rotating components. Unlike other
vibration standards focusing on di?erent parameters or rotating parts, ISO 2372 o?ers a
pragmatic approach centered on velocity amplitude, which correlates directly with
mechanical stress and potential failure modes.

Since its initial release, 1ISO 2372 has been widely adopted across industries such as
manufacturing, power generation, and process plants. The standard is essential for
establishing baseline vibration conditions, facilitating benchmarking, and ensuring
machinery operates within safe vibration thresholds.

Key Features and Methodology of ISO 2372

ISO 2372 standardizes vibration measurement techniques by specifying:

Measurement points: The standard recommends measuring vibration on non-

rotating parts close to bearings or other critical components, where vibration
transmission is most indicative of machine condition.

Measurement parameter: Vibration velocity is the primary parameter, measured
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in millimeters per second (mm/s), re?ecting the severity of mechanical oscillations.

Frequency range: Typically, the standard covers vibration frequencies from 10
Hz

to 1,000 Hz, encompassing the majority of mechanical faults.

Severity zones: ISO 2372 classi?es vibration severity into zones, ranging from
4,

"Zone A" (very good) to "Zone D" (unsatisfactory), guiding maintenance decisions.

The measurement procedure involves using accelerometers or velocity sensors mounted
on the machine housing, ensuring consistent and repeatable data collection. The
standard?s emphasis on velocity rather than acceleration or displacement is due to
velocity?s direct relation to energy transmitted in mechanical faults, o?ering a balanced
and reliable diagnostic metric.

Severity Classi?cation and Its Practical Implications

One of the standout aspects of ISO 2372 is its clear categorization of vibration severity
levels, which correspond to the acceptability of a machine?s operational condition:

Zone A (Very Good): Vibration velocity below 2.8 mm/s; machine operates

smoothly with no immediate concerns.

Zone B (Good): Velocity between 2.8 and 7.1 mm/s; normal operation with minor
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attention recommended.

Zone C (Unsatisfactory): Velocity between 7.1 and 11.2 mm/s; potential issues
3.

exist, requiring closer inspection or maintenance.

Zone D (Unsatisfactory): Velocity above 11.2 mm/s; indicates severe vibration
4,

problems demanding immediate action.

This classi?cation allows maintenance teams to prioritize interventions and allocate

resources e?ectively, preventing catastrophic failures. It also facilitates communication

between operational and maintenance departments by providing a standardized language
around vibration severity.

Comparisons with Other Vibration Standards

While ISO 2372 remains a fundamental reference, it is often compared to other standards

like ISO 10816 and ISO 20816, which both focus on vibration severity but with di?erent
measurement techniques and application scopes.

ISO 10816: Primarily measures velocity on larger machines, including rotating

shafts, o?ering a broader range of machinery types but often with more complex
criteria.

ISO 20816: An updated series that supersedes ISO 10816, providing detailed



VIBRATION FAULT GUIDE Complete Guide Vol. 2021, Issue 7

guidance for various machine categories and incorporating modern sensor
technology.

Compared to these, ISO 2372 o?ers simplicity and clarity, focusing exclusively on non-
rotating parts and velocity measurements, making it particularly useful for quick
assessments and initial diagnostics. However, newer standards may provide more
detailed guidance for complex machinery or speci?c industrial applications.
Advantages and Limitations of 1ISO 2372

Adopting the ISO 2372 vibration standard o?ers several bene?ts:

Standardization: Promotes uniformity in vibration measurement and

interpretation across industries and geographies.

Early fault detection: Helps identify mechanical defects before they escalate,
2.

reducing downtime and repair costs.

Ease of use: Its straightforward severity zones make it accessible for
technicians

with varying levels of expertise.
Despite these advantages, ISO 2372 has some limitations:

Scope restriction: Limited to non-rotating parts and velocity measurements,
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potentially missing critical data on rotating components or other vibration
parameters like acceleration or displacement.

Frequency range constraints: May not cover all machinery types or high-

frequency vibrations associated with speci?c faults like bearing defects.

Relatively dated framework: Developed several decades ago, it might lack
3.

compatibility with modern sensor technologies or advanced condition monitoring

systems.

These considerations often necessitate using ISO 2372 in conjunction with other standards
or advanced diagnostic tools to achieve comprehensive vibration analysis.

Applications of the ISO 2372 Vibration Standard in Industry

The practical impact of ISO 2372 is evident in various sectors where machinery reliability

is paramount. Industries such as petrochemical, paper manufacturing, power generation,
and heavy machinery manufacturing rely on the standard to maintain equipment health.
Predictive Maintenance and Condition Monitoring

One of the primary applications of ISO 2372 is within predictive maintenance programs.

By regularly measuring vibration levels and comparing them against ISO 2372 severity

zones, maintenance teams can:
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Identify early signs of imbalance, misalignment, or bearing wear.

Schedule repairs or replacements before unexpected failures occur.

Optimize maintenance schedules based on actual machine condition rather than

3.

?xed intervals.

This approach leads to cost savings, improved safety, and extended equipment lifespan.
Quality Assurance and Machine Commissioning

During machine commissioning or quality assurance testing, adherence to ISO 2372
vibration limits ensures that newly installed equipment meets operational speci?cations.
This reduces the risk of early failures and validates vendor claims about machine
performance.

Emerging Trends and the Future of Vibration Standards

While ISO 2372 continues to be relevant, advances in sensor technology, data analytics,
and machine learning are reshaping how vibration data is collected and interpreted.
Modern condition monitoring systems integrate multiple parameters?velocity,
acceleration, displacement?across rotating and non-rotating parts, providing holistic
machine health insights.

Standards like ISO 20816 are evolving to accommodate these technological

advancements, o?ering more detailed frameworks. However, the foundational principles
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of ISO 2372 remain embedded in these newer methodologies, underscoring its lasting

in?uence.

Industries increasingly adopt wireless sensors, real-time data streaming, and predictive

algorithms, moving beyond manual vibration checks. Nevertheless, ISO 23727s clear

severity zones and measurement protocols still serve as critical benchmarks, especially in

environments where simpler or legacy systems are in use.

In sum, the ISO 2372 vibration standard represents a key element in the machinery

maintenance toolkit. Its clear guidelines for evaluating vibration severity on non-rotating

parts have facilitated safer and more e?cient industrial operations for decades. As

technology progresses, integrating 1ISO 2372 principles with advanced diagnostic tools will

continue to enhance maintenance practices and machine reliability across diverse sectors.

iso 2372, vibration standard, machinery vibration, vibration measurement, vibration

limits, industrial vibration, vibration testing, ISO standards, mechanical vibration, vibration

analysis
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