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Editing Paragraphs For Subject Verb Agreement
 
Editing Paragraphs for Subject Verb Agreement: A Guide to Clear and Correct Writing
 

Editing paragraphs for subject verb agreement is an essential skill for anyone
 
looking to improve their writing, be it academic papers, professional emails, or creative
 
stories. When subjects and verbs don?t match in number, sentences become confusing
 
and grammatically incorrect, which can distract readers and undermine your message.
 
Understanding how to identify and ?x these errors can transform your paragraphs, making
 
your writing clearer, more polished, and easier to read.
 

Why Subject Verb Agreement Matters in Paragraphs
 
Subject verb agreement is one of the fundamental rules of English grammar, ensuring
 
that the verb form aligns correctly with the subject in number and person. For singular
 
subjects, singular verbs are required; for plural subjects, plural verbs. This harmony within
 
sentences is crucial because it helps readers quickly grasp who is doing what without
 
stumbling over awkward phrasing.
 
When editing paragraphs for subject verb agreement, the goal is to maintain consistency
 
throughout, especially in complex sentences with compound subjects, intervening
 
phrases, or collective nouns. Failure to do so often leads to confusing or awkward
 
sentences that can distract or confuse readers, detracting from the overall e?ectiveness

Published by: spe.sanlam.com Page 1 of 28



Editing Paragraphs For Subject Verb Agreement Updated Version Vol. 2022, Issue 7

 
of your writing.
 

Common Challenges in Subject Verb Agreement
 

Compound Subjects and Their Verbs
 
One common stumbling block when editing paragraphs for subject verb agreement is
 
dealing with compound subjects?those joined by ?and,? ?or,? or ?nor.? When two or more
 
subjects are joined by ?and,? they usually require a plural verb:
 
**Example:** The cat and the dog *are* playing outside.
 
However, when subjects are connected by ?or? or ?nor,? the verb should agree with the
 
part of the subject closest to it:
 
**Example:** Neither the teacher nor the students *were* ready for the test.
 
**Example:** Either the books or the pen *is* missing.
 
This nuance can trip up even experienced writers, so careful reading and editing are vital.
 

Intervening Phrases and Interruptions
 
Sometimes, a phrase or clause comes between the subject and verb, which can confuse
 
the writer into mismatching the verb with the wrong noun. For example:
 
Incorrect: The bouquet of roses *smell* fresh.
 
Correct: The bouquet of roses *smells* fresh.
 
Here, ?bouquet? is the singular subject, not ?roses.? When editing paragraphs for subject
 
verb agreement, it?s important to identify the true subject and ensure that the verb
 
matches it, not the noun in the intervening phrase.
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Collective Nouns and Agreement Variations
 
Collective nouns like ?team,? ?family,? or ?audience? can be tricky because they might be
 
treated as singular or plural depending on whether the group acts as a unit or as
 
individuals. For instance:
 
The team *is* winning the championship. (acting as one unit)
 
The team *are* arguing among themselves. (acting as individuals)
 
When editing paragraphs for subject verb agreement, understanding the context helps
 
decide the correct verb form.
 

Strategies for Editing Paragraphs for Subject Verb Agreement
 

Identify the Subject First
 
A reliable method when editing paragraphs for subject verb agreement is to isolate the
 
subject before considering the verb. Sometimes, distractions like prepositional phrases or
 
descriptive clauses can obscure the subject. Asking yourself, ?Who or what is this
 
sentence about?? helps clarify the subject?s number.
 

Check for Singular and Plural Forms
 
Once the subject is identi?ed, determine whether it is singular or plural. Keep in mind that
 
some nouns may look plural but are singular in meaning (like ?news? or ?mathematics?).
 
Also, collective nouns, as mentioned earlier, require contextual judgment.
 

Watch Out for Inde?nite Pronouns
 
Inde?nite pronouns such as ?everyone,? ?someone,? ?each,? ?nobody,? and ?anybody?
 
are always singular and require singular verbs:

Published by: spe.sanlam.com Page 3 of 28



Editing Paragraphs For Subject Verb Agreement Updated Version Vol. 2022, Issue 7

 
Everyone *is* invited to the party.
 
Each of the students *has* a notebook.
 
In contrast, some inde?nite pronouns like ?few,? ?many,? and ?several? are plural and
 
need plural verbs. Recognizing these di?erences is crucial during the editing process.
 

Read Sentences Aloud
 
Sometimes, the best way to ?nd subject verb agreement errors is by reading the
 
paragraph aloud. Hearing the sentence can make awkward or incorrect constructions
 
stand out, allowing you to pinpoint where the mismatch occurs.
 

Tools and Tips to Aid Editing
 

Utilizing Grammar Checkers E?ectively
 
Modern grammar-checking software like Grammarly, Hemingway, or Microsoft Word?s
 
built-in checker can highlight subject verb agreement mistakes quickly. While these tools
 
are helpful, they?re not foolproof and may miss nuanced errors, especially in complex
 
sentences. Use them as a ?rst pass, then carefully review the ?agged areas yourself.
 

Peer Review and Feedback
 
Another e?ective approach to editing paragraphs for subject verb agreement is to have
 
someone else read your work. Fresh eyes often catch errors that the original writer
 
overlooks. Peer review sessions or professional editing services can provide valuable
 
insight, especially for lengthy or technical documents.
 

Practice with Targeted Exercises
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Improving your instinct for subject verb agreement comes with practice. Engaging in
 
exercises speci?cally focused on identifying and correcting subject verb mismatches can
 
sharpen your skills. Many online resources o?er quizzes and worksheets that target
 
common pitfalls, making your editing more accurate and con?dent over time.
 

Advanced Considerations When Editing Paragraphs for Subject
 

Verb Agreement
 

Complex Sentences and Multiple Clauses
 
In paragraphs ?lled with complex sentences, it?s common to have multiple subjects and
 
verbs, sometimes in subordinate clauses. Each clause must maintain its own subject verb
 
agreement independently. For example:
 
The manager, along with his assistants, *is* preparing the report, but the employees
 
*are* waiting outside.
 
When editing such paragraphs, carefully parse each clause to ensure all subject-verb pairs
 
agree.
 

Titles, Measurements, and Collective Concepts
 
Certain nouns, like titles of books, names of organizations, or units of measurement, may
 
appear plural but require singular verbs:
 
?The Chronicles of Narnia? *is* a popular series.
 
Ten dollars *is* enough to buy the ticket.
 
Remembering these exceptions helps avoid unnecessary corrections that would actually
 
introduce errors.
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Subjects Joined by ?As Well As? and Similar Phrases
 
Phrases like ?as well as,? ?along with,? and ?together with? do not create compound
 
subjects. The verb agrees with the ?rst subject only:
 
The president, as well as the board members, *is* attending the meeting.
 
This subtlety is often overlooked and should be a key focus during editing.
 

Final Thoughts on Editing Paragraphs for Subject Verb
 

Agreement
 
Editing paragraphs for subject verb agreement is a vital step in polishing your writing,
 
ensuring clarity and professionalism. While the rules can sometimes feel complex due to
 
exceptions and nuances, developing a systematic approach?such as identifying the true
 
subject, understanding common pitfalls, and using reliable tools?makes the process
 
manageable and rewarding. Over time, your ability to spot and correct these errors will
 
become second nature, leading to stronger, more con?dent writing that resonates well
 
with any audience.
 

Question
 

Answer
 
What is subject-verb
 
agreement in paragraph
 
editing?
 
Subject-verb agreement is the grammatical rule that the
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subject and verb in a sentence must agree in number,
 
meaning a singular subject takes a singular verb and a
 
plural subject takes a plural verb. When editing
 
paragraphs, ensuring subject-verb agreement helps
 
maintain clarity and correctness.
 
Why is subject-verb
 
agreement important
 
when editing paragraphs?
 
Subject-verb agreement is important because it ensures
 
sentences are grammatically correct and easy to
 
understand. Incorrect agreement can confuse readers and
 
undermine the credibility of the writing.
 
How can I identify subject-
 
verb agreement errors in a
 
paragraph?
 
To identify subject-verb agreement errors, look for
 
mismatches between the subject and verb in number. For
 
example, a singular subject paired with a plural verb or
 
vice versa indicates an error. Reading sentences aloud
 
often helps spot these mistakes.
 
What are common subject-
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verb agreement mistakes
 
to look for while editing?
 
Common mistakes include ignoring collective nouns,
 
confusing plural forms of subjects, errors with inde?nite
 
pronouns (like everyone, each), and problems with
 
compound subjects joined by 'and' or 'or'.
 
How do collective nouns
 
a?ect subject-verb
 
agreement in paragraph
 
editing?
 
Collective nouns (e.g., team, family) are singular and
 
usually take singular verbs, but if the group acts as
 
individuals, a plural verb might be appropriate. When
 
editing, consider the context to choose the correct
 
agreement.
 
Can compound subjects
 
a?ect subject-verb
 
agreement in paragraphs?
 
Yes. Compound subjects joined by 'and' usually take a
 
plural verb, whereas those joined by 'or' or 'nor' take a
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verb that agrees with the subject closest to it. Careful
 
editing is needed to ensure correct agreement in these
 
cases.
 
How do inde?nite
 
pronouns impact subject-
 
verb agreement during
 
editing?
 
Inde?nite pronouns like 'everyone,' 'each,' and 'someone'
 
are typically singular and require singular verbs. When
 
editing, it's important to recognize these pronouns to
 
maintain proper subject-verb agreement.
 
What strategies can help
 
improve subject-verb
 
agreement when editing
 
paragraphs?
 
Strategies include identifying the subject before deciding
 
on the verb form, checking for intervening phrases, being
 
mindful of tricky subjects like collective nouns and
 
inde?nite pronouns, and reading sentences aloud to catch
 
errors.
 
How does sentence
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complexity in?uence
 
subject-verb agreement
 
editing?
 
Complex sentences with multiple clauses or intervening
 
phrases can obscure the true subject, leading to
 
agreement errors. When editing, isolating the main subject
 
and verb helps ensure correct agreement despite sentence
 
complexity.
 
Are there tools or
 
resources that assist with
 
editing subject-verb
 
agreement in paragraphs?
 
Yes, grammar checking tools like Grammarly, Hemingway
 
Editor, and Microsoft Word?s built-in checker can help
 
identify subject-verb agreement errors. However, manual
 
review is essential for nuanced or complex sentences.
 
Editing Paragraphs for Subject Verb Agreement: A Professional Review
 

Editing paragraphs for subject verb agreement is a fundamental step in re?ning
 
written communication, ensuring clarity and grammatical precision. Subject-verb
 
agreement errors can undermine the credibility of any text, whether in academic writing,
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professional reports, or digital content. This article delves into the nuances of subject-verb
 
agreement, exploring common pitfalls, strategies for accurate editing, and tools that
 
assist in maintaining grammatical consistency throughout paragraphs.
 

Understanding Subject-Verb Agreement in Paragraph Editing
 
Subject-verb agreement refers to the grammatical rule that the subject and verb in a
 
sentence must correspond in number?singular subjects take singular verbs, and plural
 
subjects take plural verbs. The complexity arises when sentences become longer or more
 
intricate, making it challenging to identify the correct subject or verb form. Editing
 
paragraphs for subject verb agreement involves scrutinizing these relationships to ensure
 
each verb properly matches its subject, thereby maintaining syntactic harmony.
 
The importance of this editing practice cannot be overstated. Research in professional
 
writing indicates that readers perceive texts with consistent subject-verb agreement as
 
more authoritative and easier to understand. Conversely, errors can distract readers,
 
leading to confusion and diminished trust in the content. For content marketers and SEO
 
specialists, ?awless grammar also improves search engine rankings by enhancing user
 
experience metrics such as readability and engagement.
 

Common Challenges in Subject-Verb Agreement
 
Writers often encounter various challenges when ensuring subject-verb agreement during
 
paragraph editing. Some of the most frequent issues include:
 

Compound Subjects: When two subjects are joined by "and," they usually
require
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1.
 
a plural verb. However, exceptions arise with singular entities joined by ?and? that
 
represent a single idea.
 

Inde?nite Pronouns: Words like "everyone," "each," and "someone" are
singular
 
2.
 
and require singular verbs, despite potentially implying multiple people.
 

Collective Nouns: Nouns such as "team," "committee," or "family" can be
singular
 
3.
 
or plural depending on whether the group acts as one unit or as individuals.
 

Subjects Separated from Verbs: Interrupting phrases or clauses can obscure
the
 
4.
 
relationship between subject and verb, leading to agreement errors.
 
E?ective editing for subject-verb agreement demands awareness of these subtleties,
 
especially in longer paragraphs where multiple clauses interact.
 

Strategies for E?ective Editing of Subject-Verb Agreement
 
To master editing paragraphs for subject verb agreement, several professional strategies
 
can be employed. These techniques help editors and writers systematically identify and
 
correct errors:
 

1. Isolate the Subject and Verb
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In complex sentences, isolating the subject and verb is crucial. Editors should temporarily
 
remove intervening phrases to focus solely on the core grammatical components. For
 
example, in the sentence, ?The bouquet of roses smells delightful,? the phrase ?of roses?
 
is an interrupting prepositional phrase. The subject ?bouquet? is singular, so the verb
 
?smells? must also be singular.
 

2. Pay Attention to Pronouns and Inde?nite Subjects
 
Pronouns such as "none," "some," and "all" can take singular or plural verbs depending on
 
the noun they replace or refer to. When editing, verifying the antecedent of such
 
pronouns helps determine the correct verb form. Additionally, inde?nite pronouns almost
 
always take singular verbs, which is a common source of error in paragraphs with
 
generalized subjects.
 

3. Check for Collective Noun Ambiguity
 
Editing paragraphs for subject verb agreement requires careful consideration when
 
collective nouns are involved. Writers might inadvertently switch between singular and
 
plural verbs based on the intended meaning. For example, ?The jury is still deliberating?
 
treats the jury as a single entity, whereas ?The jury are divided in their opinions? treats
 
members individually. Editors should con?rm the intended sense to apply the correct verb
 
agreement.
 

4. Use Consistent Tense and Number Throughout Paragraphs
 
Maintaining consistency in subject-verb agreement across paragraphs is especially
 
important in professional writing. Shifts in number or tense can confuse readers and dilute
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the message. Editors bene?t from reviewing paragraphs holistically to ensure verbs agree
 
with subjects not only in isolated sentences but within the broader context.
 

Leveraging Technology in Editing for Subject-Verb Agreement
 
Modern editing tools have transformed how writers approach subject-verb agreement.
 
Grammar checkers, powered by arti?cial intelligence, o?er real-time suggestions and ?ag
 
potential errors. Popular platforms like Grammarly, ProWritingAid, and the Hemingway
 
Editor provide valuable assistance, especially for non-native speakers or those less
 
con?dent in grammar rules.
 
However, reliance on automated tools has its limitations. These programs may not fully
 
grasp nuanced contexts or complex sentence structures, sometimes suggesting incorrect
 
changes. Therefore, human oversight remains essential in editing paragraphs for subject
 
verb agreement, ensuring that stylistic and contextual factors are appropriately
 
considered.
 

Pros and Cons of Automated Grammar Checkers
 

Pros: Instant feedback, user-friendly interface, integration with word
processors,
 
1.
 
and ability to catch common mistakes quickly.
 

Cons: Potential for false positives, inability to interpret complex syntax fully,
and
 
2.
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sometimes overlooking subtle subject-verb mismatches.
 
Editors should view these tools as complementary aids, rather than replacements for
 
thorough grammatical review.
 

Practical Examples Illustrating Subject-Verb Agreement Editing
 
To highlight the importance of careful editing, consider the following examples:
 
Incorrect: The list of items are on the table.
 
1.
 
Corrected: The list of items is on the table.
 
Explanation: ?List? is the subject and is singular; the phrase ?of items? is a modi?er
 
and does not a?ect the verb number.
 
Incorrect: Everyone have completed the assignment.
 
2.
 
Corrected: Everyone has completed the assignment.
 
Explanation: ?Everyone? is an inde?nite pronoun that takes a singular verb.
 
Incorrect: The team are winning the match.
 
3.
 
Corrected: The team is winning the match.
 
Explanation: When referring to the team as a single unit, the verb must be singular.
 
Such examples demonstrate how attentive editing for subject verb agreement directly
 
impacts clarity and professionalism.
 

Enhancing SEO Through Accurate Subject-Verb Agreement
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For digital content creators and SEO professionals, editing paragraphs for subject verb
 
agreement is not just a grammatical requirement but also a strategic asset. Search
 
engines increasingly prioritize user experience metrics, including content readability and
 
engagement. Texts riddled with grammatical errors tend to have higher bounce rates and
 
lower time-on-page, negatively a?ecting SEO rankings.
 
Moreover, well-edited content bene?ts from improved keyword integration without
 
awkward phrasing, facilitating natural language processing by search algorithms.
 
Incorporating LSI (Latent Semantic Indexing) keywords related to grammar, editing
 
techniques, and writing best practices within a paragraph that is grammatically sound
 
boosts both user satisfaction and search engine visibility.
 

Integrating LSI Keywords Seamlessly
 
When editing paragraphs for subject verb agreement, incorporating relevant LSI keywords
 
such as "grammar correction," "sentence structure," "verb forms," and "proofreading
 
strategies" enhances the semantic richness of the content. This not only helps search
 
engines understand the context better but also delivers comprehensive value to readers
 
seeking in-depth editorial guidance.
 

Final Observations on Editing for Subject-Verb Agreement
 
Mastering the art of editing paragraphs for subject verb agreement is an indispensable
 
skill for writers, editors, and content creators alike. It demands a blend of grammatical
 
knowledge, critical analysis, and sometimes technological support. While automated tools
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o?er signi?cant advantages, the nuanced nature of subject-verb relationships often
 
requires a discerning human eye.
 
Ultimately, the goal of this editing process is to produce text that communicates ideas
 
clearly, maintains professional integrity, and supports e?ective reader engagement. By
 
continuously honing these editing techniques, professionals can elevate the quality of
 
their writing and ensure their message resonates with clarity and precision.
 
subject verb agreement correction, grammar editing, sentence structure, verb tense
 
consistency, proofreading paragraphs, grammar rules, subject verb concord, editing for
 
agreement, writing accuracy, grammatical error correction

lesson 6 subject complements answers

Lesson 6 Subject Complements Answers

Understanding subject complements is essential for mastering sentence structure and grammar. In
Lesson 6, we focus on identifying, using, and correctly answering questions related to subject
complements. This comprehensive guide aims to clarify the concept, provide clear explanations, and
offer practical exercises with answers to solidify your understanding of subject complements.

What Are Subject Complements?

Definition of Subject Complements

A subject complement is a word or phrase that follows a linking verb and provides additional
information about the subject. It completes the meaning of the subject and the verb, often renaming
or describing the subject.

Examples:
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- The sky is blue. (adjective complement)
- She became a doctor. (noun complement)

Types of Subject Complements

Subject complements are mainly classified into two types:

- Predicate Nouns (or Predicate Nominatives): These rename the subject.
- Predicate Adjectives: These describe the subject.

Identifying Subject Complements

How to Recognize a Subject Complement

To identify a subject complement:

- Look for a linking verb (such as is, was, were, seem, become, feel, look).
- Determine if the word or phrase following the verb provides more information about the subject.
- Check if the word can be replaced with a pronoun or synonym to verify its function.

Common Linking Verbs

- am, is, are
- was, were
- be, being, been
- seem, appear, become, look, feel, taste, smell, remain, stay

Common Questions and Answers on Subject Complements

1. What is the function of a subject complement?

Answer:

A subject complement completes the meaning of the subject by either renaming it (predicate noun)
or describing it (predicate adjective). It follows a linking verb and provides more information about
the subject.

2. How do you identify a predicate noun in a sentence?
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Answer:

A predicate noun renames or identifies the subject and can often be replaced with another noun or
pronoun. It is connected to the subject via a linking verb.

Example & Answer:

Sentence: The winner is she.

Question: What is the subject complement?

Answer: She (predicate noun replacing "the winner").

3. How can you distinguish between a predicate adjective and a regular
adjective?

Answer:

A predicate adjective follows a linking verb and describes the subject, often answering "How is the
subject?" or "What is the subject like?" Regular adjectives typically modify nouns, whereas predicate
adjectives follow linking verbs.

Example & Answer:

Sentence: The cake tastes sweet.

Question: What is the predicate adjective?

Answer: Sweet (describes the cake).

4. Can a subject complement be a phrase instead of a single word?

Answer:

Yes, a subject complement can be a phrase, such as a noun phrase or an adjective phrase, that
completes the meaning of the subject.

Example:

Sentence: The most important thing is your cooperation.
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Question: What is the subject complement?

Answer: Your cooperation (noun phrase).

5. What are some common errors to avoid when identifying subject
complements?

Answer:

- Confusing predicate nominatives with direct objects.
- Mistaking adjectives that modify nouns for predicate adjectives.
- Overlooking the linking verb and assuming any word following the subject is a complement.

Sample Exercises with Answers

Exercise 1: Identify the subject complement in each sentence.

- The sky became dark.
- She is a talented musician.
- The soup tastes salty.
- They are students.
- The movie seemed interesting.

Answers:

- dark (predicate adjective)
- a talented musician (predicate noun)
- salty (predicate adjective)
- students (predicate noun)
- interesting (predicate adjective)

Exercise 2: Choose the correct subject complement for each sentence.

- The teacher was (kind / kind-hearted).
- The bread smells (fresh / freshness).
- My brother became (a doctor / doctor).
- The flowers are (beautiful / beauty).
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- The cake looks (delicious / deliciously).

Answers:

- The teacher was kind-hearted.
- The bread smells fresh.
- My brother became a doctor.
- The flowers are beautiful.
- The cake looks delicious.

Exercise 3: Rewrite the sentences, replacing the subject complement with a
pronoun.

- The winner is she.
- The best thing about the movie is its ending.
- The weather became very cold.
- My favorite hobby is painting.
- The food tastes spicy.

Answers:

- The winner is she ? The winner is she. ? The winner is her. (Note: "her" is used correctly as a
predicate nominative in the sentence.)

- The best thing about the movie is its ending. ? It is its ending. (Rephrasing is complex; better to
keep the noun.)

- The weather became very cold. ? It became very cold.
- My favorite hobby is painting. ? It is painting.
- The food tastes spicy. ? It tastes spicy.

(Note: Some sentences do not lend themselves easily to pronoun substitution in the predicate
complement without changing the sentence structure. Focus on understanding the role of the
pronoun in context.)

Tips for Mastering Subject Complements

- Always identify the linking verb first; it?s the key to spotting a subject complement.
- Remember that predicate nouns rename the subject, so they can be replaced with pronouns like
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"she," "he," or "they" in the nominative case.
- Predicate adjectives describe the subject and often follow linking verbs such as "is," "seems," or

"becomes."
- Practice with different sentences to recognize subtle differences between complements and

other sentence components.
- Use exercises to test your understanding regularly and review the answers carefully to learn

from mistakes.

Summary

Understanding and correctly answering questions about subject complements is vital for
grammatical accuracy and effective communication. By recognizing the role of linking verbs and the
types of complements?predicate nouns and predicate adjectives?you can improve your sentence
analysis skills. Practice identifying, replacing, and constructing sentences with subject complements
to become more confident in using them correctly.

Remember, the key to mastering lesson 6 subject complements answers lies in understanding their
function, practicing with varied examples, and paying attention to the linking verbs that connect them
to the subject. With consistent effort, you?ll be able to answer questions about subject complements
with clarity and precision.
 
Lesson 6: Subject Complements Answers ? An In-Depth Exploration

Understanding the nuances of sentence structure is fundamental to mastering English grammar,
and one of the most essential components in this domain is the concept of subject complements. In
Lesson 6, we delve into the intricacies of subject complements, their functions, types, and how to
correctly identify and utilize them in sentences. This comprehensive review aims to clarify common
misconceptions, provide detailed explanations, and furnish practical examples to enhance your
grasp of subject complements.

What Are Subject Complements?

At its core, a subject complement is a word or phrase that follows a linking verb and provides
additional information about the subject. It essentially "complements" or completes the meaning of
the subject by renaming or describing it. Without the subject complement, the sentence may be
grammatically correct but semantically incomplete or ambiguous.

Key Points:

- Appears after a linking verb (such as is, was, seems, becomes, appears, etc.)
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- Renames or describes the subject
- Necessary for the sentence's full meaning when using linking verbs

Example Sentences:

- The winner is she.
- His explanation was confusing.
- The sky appears blue.

In these examples, "she," "confusing," and "blue" are subject complements that complete the
sentence.

Types of Subject Complements

Subject complements fall into two primary categories based on their grammatical nature:

Noun Complements (Predicate Nouns)

These are nouns or pronouns that rename or identify the subject.

Characteristics:

- Usually follow linking verbs
- Provide a new name or identity for the subject
- Can be a singular noun, plural noun, or pronoun

Examples:

- My brother is a teacher.
- The winners are they.
- It was John who called earlier.

Common Predicate Nouns:

- doctor, teacher, artist, student, winner, child

Adjective Complements (Predicate Adjectives)
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These are adjectives that describe the subject directly.

Characteristics:

- Follow linking verbs
- Describe the subject?s state or quality

Examples:

- The cake smells delicious.
- She seems happy.
- The night became cold.

Common Predicate Adjectives:

- happy, sad, tall, short, cold, bright, confusing

Identifying Subject Complements in Sentences

Correct identification of subject complements involves understanding their position and function in
the sentence.

Steps to Identify:

- Locate the main verb: Is it a linking verb? (e.g., is, was, seem, become, appear, feel.)
- Find the word or phrase immediately following the linking verb.
- Determine whether this word renames (noun/pronoun) or describes (adjective) the subject.
- Confirm that removing this complement would leave the sentence incomplete or nonsensical.

Sample Analysis:

- Sentence: The sky is blue.
- Linking verb: is
- Complement: blue
- Function: Describes the subject the sky
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- Sentence: The winner was she.
- Linking verb: was
- Complement: she
- Function: Renames the subject the winner

Common Mistakes and Clarifications

Misunderstanding subject complements often leads to grammatical errors. Here are some common
pitfalls and clarifications:

- Confusing Subject Complements with Direct Objects

- Incorrect: The teacher made her a leader. (Here, "her" is a direct object, not a complement.)
- Correct: The teacher made her leader. ("Leader" is a predicate noun acting as a subject

complement.)

- Using Adjectives as Complements Without Linking Verbs

- Incorrect: The sky is blue.
- Correct: The sky is blue.

(Note: In the correct sentence, "is" is the linking verb, and "blue" is the predicate adjective acting as
a subject complement.)

- Omitting the Complement

- Incorrect: The winner is.
- Correct: The winner is she.

(The complement completes the sentence?s meaning.)

Practice Questions and Answers

Engaging with practice sentences is essential for mastery. Below are sample questions with detailed
answers.
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Question 1: Identify the subject complement in the following sentence:

- The movie seems interesting.

Answer:

- Linking verb: seems
- Subject complement: interesting
- Function: Predicate adjective describing the movie

Question 2: Determine whether the complement is a noun or an adjective:

- The children became tired.

Answer:

- Linking verb: became
- Complement: tired
- Type: Predicate adjective (describes the children?s state)

Question 3: Rewrite the sentence with a clearer subject complement:

- The winner was she.

Answer:

- The winner was she.

(This sentence correctly uses a predicate pronoun as the complement.)

Applying Knowledge: Constructing Sentences with Subject
Complements

Practice constructing sentences helps solidify understanding. Here are some prompts:
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- Use a linking verb and a predicate noun to describe a person.
- Use a linking verb and a predicate adjective to describe an object or situation.
- Combine these elements into meaningful sentences.

Sample Sentences:

- The artist is a visionary.
- The weather became stormy.
- My favorite fruit is mango.
- The night seems peaceful.

Summary and Key Takeaways

- Subject complements follow linking verbs and complete the meaning of the subject.
- They are primarily predicate nouns (renaming the subject) or predicate adjectives (describing

the subject).
- Correct identification involves recognizing the linking verb and the complement?s function.
- Misconceptions often stem from confusing complements with direct objects or omitting

necessary complements.
- Practice with varied sentences enhances accuracy in identification and usage.

Final Thoughts

Mastery of subject complements is vital for constructing clear, grammatically correct sentences.
Recognizing their role and differentiating between types not only improves writing skills but also
deepens understanding of sentence structure. Through careful analysis, practice, and application,
learners can confidently identify and utilize subject complements, elevating their command of
English grammar.

Whether you're preparing for tests, refining your writing, or simply aiming for better comprehension,
focusing on Lesson 6's core concepts about subject complements will serve as a strong foundation
for grammatical proficiency.
 

 QuestionAnswer What are subject complements in a sentence? Subject complements are words
or phrases that follow a linking verb and provide more information about the subject, such as
describing or renaming it. How can I identify a subject complement in a sentence? Look for words
that come after a linking verb and either rename or describe the subject; these are typically nouns,
pronouns, or adjectives functioning as subject complements. What is the difference between a
predicate nominative and a predicate adjective? A predicate nominative is a noun or pronoun that
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renames the subject, while a predicate adjective describes the subject's state or quality; both serve
as subject complements. Can a sentence have more than one subject complement? Generally, a
sentence has only one subject complement that completes the meaning of the subject, but in
complex sentences, multiple complements can be present if they describe or rename different parts.
Which verbs are typically used with subject complements? Linking verbs such as 'be,' 'become,'
'seem,' 'appear,' 'feel,' and 'look' are commonly used with subject complements. Why are subject
complements important in understanding sentence structure? They help clarify the meaning of the
subject and complete the thought of the sentence, making communication clear and precise. Can an
adjective be a subject complement? If so, give an example. Yes, an adjective can be a subject
complement. For example, in 'The sky is blue,' 'blue' is an adjective serving as a subject
complement describing the sky. 
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